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Tony Alagna
 STARTS 1 2 3 Earnings
Jan. 2025 – Dec. 2025 155 22 22 20     $517,390
Jan. 2024 – Dec. 2024 263 29 35 35  $1,306,627 
Meadowlands Career 2,779 456 400 371 $17,342,494

Birthdate: 1972-06-08  Birthplace: Champaign, IL
Residence: Manalapan, NJ Age: 54

Tony Alagna scaled back his activity at the Meadowlands in 2025.  Overall, his 
stable won 89 races and $2,478,964.  Coming into 2026, Alagna had 2,395 career 
wins and $81M. 

Tony Alagna fi nished seventh at the Meadowlands in 2024 with 29 wins and 
$1,306,627.  Overall, Alagna won 143 races and $5,496,582.  

In 2023, Tony Alagna fi nished second in The Big M trainer standings with 43 wins and 
$1,749,444.  Overall, Alagna won 199 races and $7,448,784. 

Tony Alagna enjoyed his fi rst $9 million season in 2022, which placed him second in North 
America.  Alagna also had over 200 wins and passed the $66 million mark in career earn-
ings.  He fi nished fourth in the Meadowlands standings with 33 wins and overall had a 
.317 UTRS rating.

Tony Alagna remained in the top fi ve in the Meadowlands trainer standings in 2021.  
Alagna also enjoyed a career best season overall with $7.97 million and 212 wins.  

Alagna maintained his prominence at the Meadowlands fi nishing third again in 
2020 with 40 wins and $1,725,415, and landed in the Top Five during the Champi-
onship Meet.  On Meadowlands Pace Night, Alagna made a powerful statement 
when Ramona Hill pulled an 8-1 upset from post ten in the $253,500 Del Miller Me-
morial in 1:50.3.  Angers Bayama took a mark of 1:48 for Team Alagna with a :25.4 fi nal quarter.  That four-year-old son of Big 
Jim made it three in a row with a 1:48.3 tally in the Hambletonian Day opener.  Also, Refl ect With Me won the $90,525 Shady 
Daisy in 1:48.3.  Then, Alagna hit the mountaintop when Ramona Hill dominated the $1,000,000 Hambletonian and equaled 
the stakes record of 1:50.1.

Alagna also passed the $40 million mark in 2019 with his ninth straight season past $3 million.  His late-blooming Hambleton-
ian prospect Pilot Discretion won his fi rst six starts, including the Goodtimes Final @ Woodbine at Mohawk Park.  Alagna won 
the Shady Daisy in a Meadowlands track record of 1:48 with Tall Drink Hanover.   Alagna also scored three Breeders Crown 
upsets with Ramona Hill, Refl ect With Me and American History. 

In 2018 his star three-year-old pacer was Stay Hungry, who equaled the stakes record of 1:47.3 in the Cane Pace.  That mil-
lionaire Somebeachsomewhere colt also won the $500,000 Messenger Stakes at Yonkers and banked well over $700,000 in 
2018.  

Alagna added to his reputation for developing major young stars in 2017 by pulling a Breeders Crown upset with Stay 
Hungry, and the two-year-old son of Somebeachsomewhere fi nished a close second in the Governor’s Cup.   Alagna also 
campaigned two-time O’Brien Award winner Caprice Hill.

Alagna maintained his status as a top producer of stakes winners in 2014 with another promising contingent of two-year-
olds, including the standout Artspeak.  His stable passed the $3 million mark for the fourth straight year.  Following a break-
out season in 2012, Alagna’s career soared in 2013 with the spotlight shining brightly on his two-time Pacer of the Year and 
triple millionaire Captaintreacherous.  “The Captain” helped Alagna vault past the $5 million mark for the fi rst time and 
he won over 100 races for the third straight season.  Captaintreacherous more than lived up to his press clippings in 2013, 
emerging with a stellar season that included major wins in the North America Cup, Max Hempt Memorial, Meadowlands 
Pace, Cane Pace, Bluegrass, Tattersalls and Breeders Crown.  The 1:47.1 performer fashioned a $2 million season and be-
came the fi rst horse since the great Niatross to be named Pacer of the Year back-to-back at ages two and three.

Alagna was born into the racing business, and by age eight he was working side by side with his parents who trained a 
large stable of horses in Urbana, Illinois.  His mother, Donna Lee Ozment, still trains in Chicago.  Alagna worked for the late 
Brian Pinske, Doc and Pat Walker’s Fox Valley Standardbred Stables and Erv Miller before making the decision, at age 37, to 
strike out on his own in 2009.  
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Joe Bongiorno
 STARTS 1 2 3 Earnings
Jan. 2025 – Dec. 2025 185  44 17 18  $511,412
Jan. 2024 – Dec. 2024 46  7 7 7  $114,502
Jan. 2023 – Dec. 2023 216  25 34 33  $522,302
Jan. 2022 – Dec. 2022 307  56 38 32               $1,013,468
Birthdate: 1990-02-27   Birthplace: Red Bank, NJ
Residence: Alpine, NJ   Age: 34

Following a successful run by Jennifer Bongiorno, her brother 
Joe took charge of the Team Bongiorno stable in 2025 and 
fi nished fourth in the Meadowlands trainer standings with 44 
wins.  Overall, the Bongiorno barn sent out 197 winners and 
earned $3,303,959.  

Jennifer Bongiorno won 110 races and $1,767,106 in 2024, 
passing 1,400 career wins and $25M.  Together with her broth-
er Joe, Team Bongiorno fi nished eighth at Yonkers Raceway 
with 85 wins and $1,548,275.  They were also active at Po-
cono Downs and Harrah’s Philadelphia.

Bongiorno maintained Top Ten (eighth) status at The Big M in 
2023.  Overall, Bongiorno won 252 races and $4,828,299.

The Jennifer Bongiorno Stable maintained a strong upward 
trajectory in 2022 with 257 wins and ranked sixth in North America with $4.7 million in 
earnings.  Bongiorno fi nished second in the Big M standings with 56 wins, and capped off 
the season winning the $428,400 Three Diamonds Final with Zanatta in 1:50.1.  She also 
passed 1,000 career wins and $18 million in career earnings.

Bongiorno’s star continued to rise in 2021, winning her fi rst Yonkers Raceway training title, 
while posting her fi rst $5 million season, plus a career high 271 wins and compiled a UTRS 
percentage of .363.  She also landed in the Top Ten at the Meadowlands.  Sub 1:49 per-
formers Vettel N and J M Mandamin were just a couple of a stars that helped the Bon-
giorno stable amass well over half a million dollars at The Big M.

Bongiorno posted her third straight $2 million season in 2020 with 138 wins from 667 starts, 
good for a .355 UTRS rating.  

In only her third year as a trainer, Bongiorno passed the $2 million for the second straight 
season in 2019.  Teaming up with her younger brother and driver Joe Bongiorno, the for-
mer Meadowlands commentator and marketing assistant fi nished second in the track’s 
trainer standings with 41 wins.  

Diva’s Image won a Fillies & Mares Preferred Handicap in 1:53.3.  Albergo Hanover cap-
tured a 4YO Preferred in 1:49.  Alotbettor N took a mark of 1:49.3 at The Big M.  None Bet-
tor A was a 1:48.4 performer at The Big M and went wire-to-wire in the Battle of Lake Erie 
as part of a nine-race winning streak. 
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Ron Burke

The Ron Burke era of record obliteration continued in 2025.  Now the sport’s leading stable 
for the past 17 years, Team Burke topped the Meadowlands trainer standings with 57 
wins.  Overall, Burke won 1,129 races and a record $31,488,549, passing 16,000 career wins 
and $377M.  The Burke Brigade captured a dozen Grade One stakes and took home a 
boatload of Dan Patch Awards.  Ron was named Trainer of the Year for the fourth time, 
and the Weaver-Bruscemi/Burke partnership garnered Owner of the Year and Breeder of 
the Year.  Their dual hemisphere stallion Sweet Lou was named Pacing Sire of the Year, 
Looksgoodinaromper was Pacing Broodmare of the Year and Mission Brief was the Trot-
ting Broodmare of the Year.  Plus, Lexus Kody, Louprint and Loua Dipa were all Dan Patch 
Award winners.  Burke was also leading trainer at Pocono Downs with 113 wins, at The 
Meadows with 239 wins and at Scioto Downs with 107 wins.  He was also the top trainer on 
the Grand Circuit and won his eighth Jerry Kaltenbach Memorial trophy for leading trainer 
in Ohio Sires Stakes. 

The Burke Brigade added to their historical rampage in 2024, leading the Meadowlands 
trainer standings with 60 wins and $3,560,222.  Overall, Hall of Famer Ron Burke won 851 
races and $23,032,068.  Horse racing’s all-time leading trainer pushed his career totals to 
15,361 wins and $346,073,764. Burke’s top performers included Dan Patch Award/Breed-
ers Crown winners My Girl EJ and Louprint, M-M’s Dream, Pass Line, Canigetalouploup, 
Beach Cowgirl, T C I, Chapercraz, Draw The Line, Kinesiology, Sister Mary Maude, Lou Lou, 
Tactical Dynasty, Hidalgo, Lexus Kody, It’s Academic, Bythemissal, Papi’s Rocket, Looks-
goodinloulou, Rose, She’s A Streaker, Swingtown, Railroad Station, Tom Horn, Frank Leahy 
and Rodeo Drive Deo.

The Ron Burke juggernaut continued to soar to new heights in 2023, posting a career high 1,158 wins, to go along with 
$27,553,949 in purses, his second highest season total ever.  Burke reached 14,502 wins $322,913,835, both all-time 
records.  His stable led The Big M with 113 wins and $2,977,100.   The Burke Brigade was also the top stable on the Grand 
Circuit, and for the fi fth straight year Team Burke won the Jerry Kaltenbach Memorial Trophy as the top stable on the 
Ohio Sires Stakes Circuit. 

Another unprecedented season for Ron Burke in 2022 was highlighted by his induction into the Harness Racing Hall of 
Fame.  Team Burke amassed over 1,000 wins for the fourth time and hit the $21 million mark for the ninth time in the last 
ten seasons.  The leading trainer in history also passed 13,000 career wins and $295 million in career earnings.  Burke led 
the Meadowlands standings with 90 wins and $2,397,679.  Burke won his fourth Little Brown Jug with Bythemissal. 

The Ron Burke Brigade rolled on in 2021, leading the Meadowlands with well over $3 million and 79 wins.  Burke also 
passed 12,000 career wins and his stable won more than $21 million for the eighth time in the last nine years.  He was 
nominated to the Harness Racing Hall of Fame.   Burke won both the Jugette with Scarlett Hanover and his third Little 
Brown Jug with Lou’s Pearlman, the same week his parents Mickey and Sylvia Burke were Little Brown Jug Wall of Fame 
honorees.  

Burke continued to redefi ne dominance as the leading trainer in the sport in 2020 with 883 wins from 4,096 starts at vari-
ous venues, and $17,541,537 in purse earnings.  The Burke Stable rolled past the unprecedented $250 million mark and 
fi nished 2020 at 11,335 career wins.  Burke captured his ninth consecutive Championship Meet title with 50 wins and 
$1,099,667, and led the Big M in 2020 with 72 wins and $1,939,101. 

Burke’s rampage as the sport’s runaway leader rolled on during the 2018-19 meet at the Meadowlands, taking 
his eighth straight training title with 101 wins and $2,563,284.  The Burke Brigade passed the $20 million mark for the 
seventh straight season.  

Burke continued to dominate the sport in 2018 with his sixth $20 million season in a row and became the fi rst trainer in history 
to pass the $200 million mark.  Burke joined Jimmy Takter and Ray Remmen as the only stables to win more than $30 million at 
The Big M. 

 STARTS 1 2 3 Earnings
Jan. 2025 – Dec. 2025 418 57 45 61   $2,183,357
Jan. 2024 - Dec. 2024 366 60 48 60   $3,560,222
Meadowlands Career 10,579 1,602 1,407  1,122       $50,597,289

Birthdate: 1969-10-16  Birthplace: Washington, PA
Residence: Canonsburg, PA Age: 57
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Jim Campbell
 STARTS 1 2 3 Earnings
Jan. 2025 - Dec. 2025 58 7 6 8    $196,402
Jan. 2024 – Dec. 2024 47 1 6 6    $140,768
Jan. 2023 – Dec. 2023 40 4 10 3    $289,084
Jan. 2022 - Dec. 2022 62 17 7 9 $1,474,438
Birthdate: 1962-03-09  Birthplace: London, Ontario 
Residence: Howell, NJ  Age: 64

Jim Campbell won 24 races and $823,073 in 2025, and passed 
the $56M mark in career earnings.

Jim Campbell won 25 races and $1,083,020 in 2024. 

In 2023, the United States Harness Writers Association (USHWA), 
in conjunction with the Harness Racing Hall of Fame announced 
the election of trainer Jim Campbell to the greatest honor in the 
industry, membership in the Living Hall of Fame in Goshen, N.Y.

Overall, Campbell won 42 races and $1,549,622 in 2023. His top 
horses included Once In A Lifetime, Greenspan, Walcango, Smart 
Schooner, Stormcloudfashion, Santa Croce, Wild Bill Kelso,  Execu-
tive Game and Take All Comers. 

Jim Campbell, the winner of the 2022 Glen Garnsey Trainer of the 
Year Award, had a UTRS of .428, and put up his third-best seasonal earnings fi gure, nearing $2.9M, after start-
ing far few horses than he did in his two best years for earnings.  

Campbell earned $750,000 of that lofty earnings fi gure in the space of two hours on August 6 at the Mead-
owlands, where he became only the third trainer to send out the winners of the Hambletonian (Cool Papa 
Bell) and the Hambletonian Oaks (Fashion Schooner) in one year.  Fashion Schooner overcame the outside 
post ten in the Oaks, while in the Hambo Cool Papa Bell overcame 52-1 odds with a big late burst to win the 
prestigious sophomore trot as the longest shot in the race’s 97-year history.  Campbell had previously won 
the 1995 edition with his Hall of Famer brother John driving Tagliabue.  Cool Papa Bell was voted a 2022 Dan 
Patch Award winner.

“I started off working for my dad, Jack, and raced mostly at Windsor Raceway.  I both drove and trained.  
John was at the Meadowlands and was quite successful.  That was the big time.  Dad suggested that I might 
broaden my experience if I went down there and worked with him.  At the time, he had his own stable in 
addition to being a top catch driver.  I worked for John and learned a great deal from him — mostly how to 
work with trotters and high-level horses.  There is a difference.  I kept learning from John until the day he re-
tired.  I then went to work for Glen Garnsey where I was a second trainer.  I was with him when he had many 
good horses for the Armstrong Brothers.  I got to know Dr. Glen Brown and to this day I have a great deal of 
respect for that man.  I then went out on my own.

“Talk about some rain falling in a dry place.  I was down to fi ve horses in my stable.  Jules and Arlene Siegel 
were looking for a trainer for their horses.  Fred Grant and Wally Hennessey put in the good word and recom-
mended me.  The rest is history.  We’ve been together through 27 years — some lean, many of them fairly 
successful.  Even in the poorer years, we’ve alwa ys had a horse or two that allowed the sun to shine.  They 
are among the greatest people I’ve ever known, either in or out of the horse business.”

Jim Campbell’s oldest client is the Farber family for whom he has had horses for 35 years beginning with the 
late Sandy and now on to the next generation with his son, Scott, for whom he won the Breeders Crown with 
his homebred Sebastian K fi lly Next Level Stuff in an emotionally-packed winner’s circle.  Fast forward to 2022 
when Campbell and Scott Farber hoisted the Hambletonian trophy together.
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Tom Cancelliere
 STARTS 1 2 3 Earnings
Jan. 2025 - Dec. 2025 141 23 27 18    $722,560
Jan. 2024 – Dec. 2024 99 14 17 15    $458,322

Birthdate: 1960-11-08  Birthplace: Orange, NJ 
Residence: Chesterfi eld, NJ  Age: 65
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Stacy Chiodo
 STARTS 1 2 3 Earnings
Jan. 2025 - Dec. 2025 110 2 8 10   $78,097
Jan. 2024 – Dec. 2024 142 12 14 21 $165,545
Jan. 2023 – Dec. 2023 213 22 17 17 $277,660
Jan. 2022 - Dec. 2022 132 9 16 13 $179,779
Birthdate: 1977-1-21  Birthplace: Red Bank, NJ
Residence: Jackson, NJ  Age: 49

Stacy Chiodo won 15 races and $259,794 in 2025, 
and passed the $5M mark in career training earn-
ings.

Chiodo won 28 races and $328,079 in 2024.

In 2023, Stacy Chiodo posted a record of 213 – 22-
17-17, $277,660 at the Meadowlands.

She passed the $4 million mark in career earnings 
in 2022.

Stacy Chiodo enjoyed a career best season in 
2021 winning 39 races and $493,107.  Assisted by 
her husband Bruno, who was also active in the 
GSY Amateur Driver Series, the Chiodo Stable won 
18 races at the Meadowlands. 

Chiodo sent out two three-year-old fi llies in a Breeders Crown elimination, She-
zafreaklikeme and Beach Crazy.  Shezafreaklikeme is owned by Chiodo Racing, 
which also bred the fi lly.  The fi lly’s mother is a full sister to past Chiodo star Mighty 
Young Joe, who Chiodo trained and drove throughout his 11-year career. The 
gelding earned $537,279 lifetime and posted a best win time of 1:49.3 at age 11 
in 2014.  The triumph made Chiodo the fi rst female driver in history with a sub-1:50.  
Chiodo has 124 driving victories.

“I used to Barrel Race with Laurie Molnar and bought my barrel horse off of her,” 
said Chiodo.  “She owns Crystal Brook Training Center and that is where I kept the 
horse.  It came up that Ross Croghan was looking for a stall cleaner and I was just 
getting out of high school, so that was my fi rst job in the business.  I went from that 
to being a groom to basically being more hands-on.  Then my mom bought me a 
couple of cheap horses for me to start training with.  One was a pretty good Win-
ners-over horse at Freehold and the other was a cheaper claimer.  She decided 
that we would sell the cheaper claimer to get a young horse that would be sound-
er and believe it or not that is when we picked out Mighty Young Joe.”
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Robert Cleary
 STARTS 1 2 3 Earnings
Jan. 2025 – Dec. 2025 74 13 16 6 $304,390
Jan. 2024 – Dec. 2024 56 20 11 7 $262,730
Jan. 2023 – Dec. 2023 35 10 6 3 $194,241
Jan. 2022 – Dec. 2022 35 7 6 3 $117,175
Birthdate: 1983-3-3   Birthplace: Ireland
Residence: East Windsor, NJ Age: 43

Robert Cleary posted the best numbers of his career in the US 
in 2025, winning 83 races and $1,234,114.  His top performers in-
cluded, Oakwood Ardan IR, who upset a division of the William 
Haughton Memorial in 1:47.2, Maxim Hanover, Oakwood Heymiki 
IR, Louisville GB, Moneyhill GB, Tie The Knot, Treacherous Lou and 
Makes Sense.

Cleary continued to make a strong impression at the Meadow-
lands in 2024 and beyond.  Overall, Cleary won 69 races and 
$841,699.  His Irish-bred pacer Oakwood Ardan IR was the win-
ningest horse at The Big M in 2024 with nine tallies.

Cleary made the most of his 35 starts at the Meadowlands in 2023 with a .410 UTRS.  Overall, Cleary 
won 72 races and $1,054,342, with a .433 UTRS.

Cleary posted 50 wins and $842,111 in purse earnings in 2022, while posting a .352 UTRS.  His top 
horses include Tito Rocks, Toronto, A Rocknroll Star, Beltara, Make My Deo and Bounty Hunter.   

Like many in the Irish harness industry, Robert’s introduction came from his family, in particular his 
father.  “I was training horses with my father as far back as I can remember.  I remember being a 
little kid helping my family around the barn and sitting on the jogging cart with my dad as he jogged 
the horses.  As soon as I could walk I was in the yard helping with the horses.  We had our stable in 
the backyard of our home, in Ballydehob, County Cork.  My mother and father really supported me 
growing up.  Dad gave me some really nice horses when I was starting to drive, when at the begin-
ning, I didn’t really know what I was doing.” 

Even though Robert loved his racing there were other interests that competed with racing for his fo-
cus and time.  “Growing up it was a battle between the usual sports of Gaelic and Football against 
racing.  I was keen to try and keep up all three.  Though it is very hard to do that with the time you 
have to dedicate to all of them.”  Though Robert continued to train horses he was balancing 
it with other commitments and really wanted to see what he could achieve if he did it full 
time.  “When I fi nished college, after doing Sports Management, I just really didn’t think it was 
for me as I didn’t enjoy it.  I saw a friend of mine, who you have already featured, Anthony 
Haughan succeeding in the industry in Canada and wanted to give it a go.  I really wanted 
to see what it would be like to work in the industry full time so I went to Canada and lived in 
Mohawk.  At the time when I left it was right when the recession was hitting Ireland hard in 
2008 and 2009.  I was tired of working so hard long hours, seven days a week, shipping horses 
to the UK and back and barely covering the expense of the travel, I wanted to move my life 
forward.  I always had a desire and wanted to learn more and I knew I could do that in the 
North America”
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Jeff Cullipher
 STARTS 1 2 3 Earnings
Jan. 2025 - Dec. 2025 320 54 47 47 $695,230
Jan. 2024 – Dec. 2024 275 40 36 37 $3,568,953
Jan. 2023 – Dec. 2023 227 28 34 33 $468,167 
Jan. 2022 - Dec. 2022 417 46 49 50 $922,212
Residence: 1971-09-30        Birthplace: Henderson, KY
Residence: Pendleton, IN Age: 54

Jeff Cullipher was named leading trainer at the Meadowlands at the con-
clusion of the 2025 Championship Meet on August 2 with 41 wins.  Cullipher 
fi nished second for the year with 54 wins at The Big M.  Overall, he won a 
career high 345 races and $4,491,492, his fi fth straight year past $4M.  In 
the Fall of 2025, Cullipher’s assistant trainer Enrico Robinson was listed in the 
program for Team Pollack.

Jeff Cullipher edged out Ron Burke for the money title in the trainer stand-
ings at the Meadowlands in 2024 with $3,568,953 and fi nished third in wins 
with 40.  Overall, Cullipher had a career high 340 wins (.326 UTRS), and he 
was just shy of his 2023 career best in purse earnings with $4.927,096. 

The Jeff Cullipher Stable continued its upward trend with career high totals 
in 2023, including 318 wins and $4,945,289, along with a .315 UTRS.  Cullipher 
fi nished sixth at The Big M with 28 wins. 

Jeff Cullipher posted a career best season in 2022 with 245 wins and $4.4 
million in purses.  Cullipher also passed 1,000 career wins and the $19 million 
mark in career earnings.  Team Cullipher fi nished third in the Meadowlands 

standings with 46 wins.

The Middletown, Indiana resident won his fi rst training title at The Meadowlands when the meet concluded 
Saturday, August 7, 2021. Horses from Cullipher’s barn won 54 races during the 61-day meet to take home 
the title.  Cullipher, who splits his time between Indiana and New Jersey with owner Tom Pollack, main-
tained a 36 percent in the money percentage.    Cullipher and Pollack also teamed up for another leading 
owner title. 

Cullipher continued to race a prominent stable of solid overnight horses at the Meadowlands in 2020, 
fi nishing fourth during the Championship Meet with 21 wins and $509,277, and second overall in 2020 with 
42 wins and $754,237. 

The Indiana-based trainer sent a division of his stable to the Meadowlands for the fi rst time in 2019, and 
together with PA owner Thomas Pollack, the pair enjoyed a consistent and successful season at the 
Meadowlands.  The Cullipher stable tied for fi fth in The Big M standings with 25 wins and were leading 
owners for the 2018-19 meet.  Cullipher also passed the $2 million mark for the fi rst time in 2019.  

Raised by a family rich in harness racing tradition, Cullipher quickly made a name for himself as a trainer 
at Hoosier Park Racing & Casino.  The native of Henderson, KY native is no new comer to the sport of har-
ness racing.  Jeff has been a driver since 1988 and trainer since 1991.

In 2013, Cullipher’s training career found a new gear as he increased his earnings by over 75% from the 
previous season.  He recorded his best season to date as a trainer in 2015 with 282 pari-mutuel starts and 
an impressive $812,599 in purse earnings.  Cullipher has accumulated a majority of his training wins racing 
throughout the Indiana harness racing circuit.  After tying with trainer Jamie Macomber for the leading 
trainer title at Hoosier Park in 2017, Jeff Cullipher took the next step and secured the 2018 leading trainer 
title outright.
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Noel Daley

Noel Daley fi nished third in the Meadowlands trainer standings in 2025 with 
50 wins and $1,533,809.  Overall, Daley w on 152 races and a career 
high $5,103,827.  He also passed 3,000 career wins and $82M.  His top 
horses included Smooth Dream (eight for eight at The Big M and won nine 
in a row), Captain Albano, Onajetplance, Emma’s Mystery CCL, Worklife-
balance, Miss Belmar, On Heir, Toast Of The Town, Signal Caller and Twin B 
Seven Sins.

Noel Daley fi nished in a tie for tenth in the Meadowlands trainer standings 
in 2024 with 21 wins and $1,704,001.  Overall, Daley won 94 races and a 
career high $4,872,355, and closed out the year with 2,980 career wins and 
$77M.  Daley campaigned two Dan Patch Award winners in Sig Sauer and 
Captain Albano. 

Noel Daley fi nished fi fth in The Big M trainer standings with 32 wins and 
$1,291,006.  Overall, Daley won 117 races and $3,748,275. Daley’s top horses included NJSS Champions Sig Sauer and 
Buy A Round, Dan Patch Award winner Captain Albano, Goldsmith Maid winner Pizzelle, Miraculous Deo and Soaring 
Now. 

Noel Daley posted one of his best seasons ever in 2022 with 93 wins and $4.1 million in purses.  His standout freshman 
trotter Volume Eight fi nished the year winning fi ve in a row, including fi nals of the Kindergarten Series in 1:52 and Val-
ley Victory in a stakes record of 1:52.2.  Daley enjoyed a scintillating four-race winning streak overseeing super pacer 
Bulldog Hanover, who reeled off miles of 1:47, 1:46, 1:46.1 and a world record of 1:45.4 at The Big M.  Daley’s Pebble 
Beach and Volume Eight were both voted 2022 Dan Patch Award winners.  Pebble Beach was the second richest 
horse in the sport with $1.35 million and fi nished no worse than second in 16 of 18, winning 10.  

Noel Daley continued his comeback in America in 2021 with champion two-year-old pacer Pebble Beach, Kentucky 
Championship Series Final winner in 1:48.3, and Breeders Crown runner up Anoka Hanover.  

Daley was all set to launch his fi rst full season in 2020 since returning to the US late in 2019, until the pandemic hit.  His stable star 
was the Dan Patch Award winning Anoka Hanover, a daughter of Donato Hanover, who capped her freshman season with 
seven straight wins, including the $252,340 Kindergarten Classic Final in 1:52.3 and $451,800 Goldsmith Maid in 1:53.2.  

Late in 2018, Noel Daley announced he was returning to Australia to become private trainer for Emilio Rosati.

Daley’s stable star in 2017 was Caviart Ally.  The three-year-old fi lly pacer by Bettor’s Delight won the Jugette in straight heats, 
the PASS Final and a Bluegrass division.  Daley also passed 2,500 career wins and $60 million.

Daley grew up in Mt. Isa, Australia, where he worked for Qantas Airlines.  He began working with horses when he came 
to the United States and fi rst settled at Los Alamitos racetrack in California.  Daley shipped east in 1990 to work as a 
caretaker in the Brett Pelling Stable.  He stayed with Pelling for eight years, working his way up to second trainer.  He 
enjoyed much success as the Pelling stable dominated at the Meadowlands in the 1990s, winning the training title six 
times.  The two trainers parted ways in 1998 and Daley quickly fi lled a stable with the help of owner and friend Adam 
Victor and his son, Adam Victor, Jr.  He won his fi rst Meadowlands training title in 2003.

Daley won the biggest race of his career in 2011 when Broad Bahn went all the way to capture the $1.5 million Ham-
bletonian.  The son of Broadway Hall earned $1.5 million and a Dan Patch Award, along with another Daley trainee, 
Cedar Dove, a Breeders Crown runner up in 2013.

His greatest success stories have been Mr Muscleman ($3,582,823), a three-time Dan Patch Award winner and the 
2005 Trotter of the Year, and two-time Dan Patch Award winning mare My Little Dragon ($2,318,623).

 STARTS 1 2 3 Earnings
Jan. 2025 - Dec. 2025 204 50 22 18 $1,553,809
Jan. 2024 – Dec. 2024 141 21 22 12 $1,704,001 
Jan. 2023 – Dec. 2023 151 32 19 20 $1,291,006
Meadowlands  Career 5,833 905 726 644 $26,334,639
Birthdate: 1961-12-18  Birthplace: Mt. Isla, Queensland, Australia
Residence: Bordentown, NJ Age: 63
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Scott Di Domenico

Scott Di Domenico posted another strong season in 2025, winning 211 
races and a career high $4,028,972. At the end of 2025, Di Domenico had 
2,933 wins and $45M.  He was second at Harrah’s Philadelphia with 61 wins 
and tied for fi fth at Yonkers with 103 wins.

Di Domenico enjoyed another solid season in 2024 with 209 wins and 
$3,541,137, and passed 2,700 career wins and $41M.  Di Domenico fi n-
ished third at Yonkers Raceway with 108 wins and $2,198,486, and fi fth at 
Harrah’s Philadelphia with 43 wins and $427,441.

Di Domenico kept humming along in 2023 with 204 wins and $2,933,513 in 
purse earnings. 

Di Domenico posted another strong season in 2022 with 155 wins and $2.6 
million in purses.   He fi nished in the Top Five at Yonkers Raceway with 96 
wins and was fourth at Harrah’s Philadelphia with 50 wins.

Di Domenico did not have any starters at the Meadowlands in 2021, yet 
fi nished second in Yonkers Raceway and Harrah’s Philadelphia trainer 

standings.  

Di Domenico continued to venture to the Meadowlands on a limited basis in 2020.  He was leading trainer at Yonkers 
Raceway for the second straight year with 84 wins and $997,099.  He was also third at Harrah’s Philadelphia.

Di Domenico maintained a light schedule at the Meadowlands during the 2018-19 meet, yet his stable passed the $3 
million mark for the third straight year in 2019 and the $25 mark.  He won the 2019 Yonkers Raceway training title.

Di Domenico cracked the Top Five at the Meadowlands during the 2017-18 meet.  Di Domenico posted the best 
season of his career in 2018 with more than 250 wins and $4 million.  He was second leading trainer at Yonkers Race-
way and also among the top conditioners at Harrah’s Philadelphia and Pocono Downs.  Di Domenico sent out his fi rst 
Hambletonian starter in Hat Trick Habit.

Di Domenico posted the best season of his young career in 2017, winning $3.6 million in purses and 210 races.  He an-
swered in 2018 by passing $3 million and 200 wins again.  

The rise from overnight horse trainer to Grand Circuit class has been slow and methodical for DiDomenico.  There have 
been some bright spots along the way, including the star pacing fi lly Handsoffmycookie, and more recently the aged 
performer Missile J.  In 2018, the young trainer threw his proverbial hat into the ring with the stable’s acquisition of a 
leading Hambletonian candidate in the aptly named Hat Trick Habit.

“We’re always looking for “A” level talent,” said DiDomenico.  “I train a horse for Debra and she told me they were 
looking to pare down the stable.”  The daughter of the late Fred Monteleone told DiDomenico that the 3-year-old son 
of Donato Hanover was for sale.  “John (McGill) and Brian (Carsey) were interested, but it wasn’t cheap,” said DiDo-
menico, who clearly recognized what it takes to land a Hambletonian prospect.

“We went over all of the videos and I spoke with Tim (Tetrick) who really liked the horse,” said DiDomenico.
What was not to like?  After showing competitiveness in the freshman class, Hat Trick Habit returned in 2018 for trainer 
Domenico Cecere at The Meadowlands winning his fi rst two starts in impressive fashion before shipping to Ontario for 
the Goodtimes.  Hat Trick Habit was a bit aggressive and fi ghting with driver David Miller in the Goodtimes fi nal and 
broke stride.  

 STARTS 1 2 3 Earnings
Jan. 2025 – Dec. 2025 63 4 7 10 $157,821
Jan. 2024 – Dec. 2024 49 10 8 3 $108,675
Jan. 2023 – Dec. 2023 60 5 8 5 $69,375
Jan. 2022 – Dec. 2022 52 6 2 6 $67,575
Birthdate: 1982-11-2  Birthplace:Skoki, IL
Residence: Jamesburg, NJ Age: 43

2026_Media Guide.indd   92 2/14/2026   4:28:52 PM



PlayMeadowlands.com

Per Engblom
 STARTS 1 2 3 Earnings
Jan. 2025 - Dec. 2025 234 42 33 24 $817,483
Jan. 2024 – Dec. 2024 243 33 34 35 $577,216 
Jan. 2023 – Dec. 2023 274 38 39 41 $665,359
Jan. 2022 - Dec. 2022 156 22 20 17 $357,021
Birthdate: 1980-02-12  Birthplace: Viby, Sweden
Residence: East Windsor, NJ Age: 46

Per Engblom fi nished fi fth again at the Meadowlands in 2024 with 
42 wins.  Overall, Engblom posted career highs with 431 wins and 
$9,109,753.  He captured his third straight Yonkers Raceway title with 
274 wins, and was fourth at Harrah’s Philadelphia with 51 wins.  His top 
horses included Coaches Corner, Bravo Angel S, Huntinthelastdolar, 
Pinny Tiger A, Dismas and Fragment.

Per Engblom fi nished fi fth at the Meadowlands in 2024 with 33 wins 
and $577,216.  Overall, Engblom won 357 races and a career high 
$7,558,773.  He captured the Yonkers Raceway training title again with 
211 wins and $4,142,538.

The rise of Per Engblom continued in 2023.  His stable fi nished third at The 
Big M with 38 wins and $665,359.  Overall, Engblom recorded personal 
highs of 363 wins and $6,097,248.  He was the top trainer at Yonkers 
Raceway with 231 wins and $3,834,415 and fi nished third at Harrah’s 
Philadelphia. 

 Overall in 2021, Engblom sent out 341 starters, won 65 races and $1,670,149.  
Beads came back as a four-year-old in 2021 to pull a post ten upset in the 
Hambletonian Maturity and added another $370,000 to his earnings.

Beads had a quarter million dollar sophomore season in 2020, winning the Muscle Hill in 1:51.2.  

Per Engblom started his own stable in 2019 after spending six years as the top assistant to Hall of Fame trainer 
Jimmy Takter. The Takter Stable won 19 of its record 34 Breeders Crown trophies during that time frame.
 
Engblom made his Breeders Crown debut in 2019 and had fi ve fi nalists. His best fi nish came with Synergy in 
the 2-year-old colt-and-gelding trot. Synergy won his elimination and was fi fth in the fi nal. Two-year-old fi lly 
trotter Ms Savannah Belle also was an elim winner. She fi nished seventh in her fi nal.

In 2019, Engblom won 72 races and $2.81 million in purses, and in 2020 he won 35 races and $1.47 million.
 
At the beginning of 2012, Engblom and his wife, Helene, decided to move to the U.S. with their then 4-year-
old son, Tom, who was ready to start school. Engblom worked for a year with trainer Tony Alagna before 
returning to the Takter Stable, where Helene joined him. 

This is Enblom’s second stint in the U.S. He was 19 when he came to the States for the fi rst time. His sister, Pernilla, 
worked for Takter and the stable needed additional help. Engblom worked as a groom for two years before as-
sisting with training for another three years. He then returned home to Sweden, where he was the private trainer 
for Stall Tilly, and later worked in Italy before starting his own public stable.

Engblom grew up in Mantorp, Sweden, which is also Takter’s birthplace. Both men began their careers at 
the local racetrack, which was started by a group that included Engblom’s grandfather, Bengt Engblom. Per 
Engblom’s father, Raoul, also is a trainer.
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Andrew Harris
 STARTS 1 2 3 Earnings
Jan. 2025 - Dec. 2025 81 15 6 12 $687,443
Jan. 2024 – Dec. 2024 81 9 12 8 $1,269,973
Jan. 2023 – Dec. 2023 121 9 13 20 $283,663
Jan. 2022 - Dec. 2022 157 16 20 18 $281,021
Birthdate:  1984-12-07  Birthplace: Hamilton, Ontario
Residence: East Windsor, NJ Age: 41

Andrew Harris won 100 races and a career high $4,017,627 in 2025.  His stable star was 
Yo Tillie, a three year old trotting fi lly voted Dan Patch Award winner and New Jersey 
Horse of the Year.  The daughter of Tactical Landing compiled a 12 – 11-1-0, $979,195 
record and gave Harris his fi rst Breeders Crown.  She took a mark of 1:50.2 winning a 
New Jersey Classic Final and reeled off a nine-race winning streak.  His other top horses 
included Abuckabett Hanover, Captain Luke, Seven Colors, My Girl EJ, Monserrate, 
Asweetbeachhere, Funtime Bayama, Heart For Two, Naughty Beauty, Grande Via, Au 
Jus Hanover and Lily White Hanover.

Andrew Harris won 56 races and a career high $3,147,998 in 2024.  Harris enjoyed 
the biggest night of his career when he captured the Valley Victory with Monserrate 
and FanDuel Open Pace Championship with Dan Patch Award winner Abuckabett 
Hanover.  He also fi nished second in the Goldsmith Maid with Voguish, and Dan Patch 
Award winner My Girl EJ was runner up in the FanDuel Open Mares in her fi rst start for 
Harris.  

In 2023, Andrew Harris won 50 races and $1,686,739, and he passed the $20 million 
mark in career purse earnings. 

Andrew Harris won 80 races and $1.4 million in purses in 2022.  Harris also passed 1,000 
career wins.

Andrew Harris scaled back his activity at the Meadowlands in 2021, yet overall his stable won 100 races and $1,891,861.  

Harris sent out None Bettor A, who won the Quillen Memorial at Harrington in 1:49.4, and the next day guided the Some-
beachsomewhere mare Silver Tail from out of the clouds at Pocono Downs to post his fi rst driving success in 12 years.

Harris captured his fi rst Meadowlands training title during the Fall Meet of 2019 with 18 wins and $288,361.  Then, Harris 
fi nished third during the 2020 Championship Meet with 24 wins and $394,377, and in the Big M’s Top Five overall in 2020 
with 32 wins and 506,472.   The Harris Stable sent out 151 winners and banked $2.4 million in 2020.  It was the fourth straight 
season Harris passed the $2 million mark. 

The Andrew Harris Stable passed the $2 million mark for the third straight year in 2019.  

In 2018, Harris fl ew past 100 wins and the $2 million mark for the second consecutive season.  

In 2018, Harris housed and handled Lawmaker when racing stateside.  Harris, a former assistant to star Canadian trainer 
Casie Coleman, made his second appearance in the Hambletonian, fi nishing fourth in 2016 with Waitlifter K (to Marion 
Marauder).  Harris followed his father, Jack, and grandfather, Ron, into the sport. 

Harris saw himself on the biggest stage in 2016 when he sent the three-year-old trotter Waitlifter K postward in the 
Hambletonian.   “He just turned out to be fourth or fi fth best.  He wasn’t as good as Marion Marauder, Bar Hopping or 
Southwind Frank,” said Harris of the colt who went back with trainer Rich Gillock.

Harris had a breakout year in 2016 that saw his stable earn above $1.5 million, the fi rst time he exceeded the seven-fi gure mark and 
more than double any of his previous yearly earnings.  With 91 winners, Harris surpassed his win output from both 2014-15 combined.

The wife of trainer Andrew Harris, Amanda was diagnosed with breast cancer in March 2015.  After 12 rounds of che-
motherapy doctors reported her tumor had shrunk signifi cantly, and a fundraising effort was launched.   Sadly, Amanda 
passed away on February 15, 2020 at age 34.
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Geovany Hernandez
 STARTS 1 2 3 Earnings
Jan. 2025 – Dec. 2025 184 26 30 24  $269,163
Jan. 2024 – Dec. 2024 81 12 12 11  $114,982
Jan. 2023 – Dec. 2023 29 6 0 6  $40,423

Birthdate:  1991-12-23  Birthplace: Guatemala
Residence: Wrightstown, NJ Age: 34

Geovany Hernandez enjoyed a breakout season in 2025, winning 
56 races and $619,523.  Hernandez was a prominent player in the 
MADC Series at the Meadowlands. His fl eet-footed sophomore 
pacer Odds On Wildfi re won a $25,000 feature on Saturday, De-
cember 13 in a career best of 1:49.3.
Hernandez came to this country in 2010 and began working for 
Buzzy Sholty.  A year later he got work with trainer Nifty Norman 
and stayed for four more years.  Eventually, he moved on to 
trainer Gilbert Garcia Herrara’s stable and six years later decided 
it was time to try something different.

“Coming from Guatemala I was always around horses and other animals,” said Hernan-
dez.  “I was riding horses from the age of 4.”

The love of horses is in Hernandez’s blood, and after gaining enough experience work-
ing for top trainers, he slowly moved on to train and own his own horses over the last two 
years.  Driving horses however was something that took a bit longer to work out.

“At fi rst I was driving my own horses in qualifying races to get enough starts,” said Hernan-
dez, who, like all looking for a driver’s license in the sport, must complete enough suc-
cessful qualifying drives.  “Then, a few other trainers noticed that I was good at handling 
horses, and they gave me some additional drives.”

2026_Media Guide.indd   95 2/14/2026   4:28:52 PM



PlayMeadowlands.com

Marcus Melander

Marcus Melander continued to campaign one of the sport’s power-
house trotting stables in 2025.  Overall, Melander won 120 races and 
$9,804,743, both career highs. He produced three Dan Patch Award 
winners, Apex, Setyoursightshigh and Super Chapter.  He also won two 
Breeders Crowns with Spencer Hanover and Meshuggah.  Melander 
sent out four Hambletonian fi nalists, and he fi nished second and third 
with Super Chapter and Maryland.  He fi nished 1-2 in the John Cash-
man Memorial with Periculum and Security Protected.  His other top 
horses included Aetos Kronos S, Oh Well, S I P, Nix Nacken, American 
Power, Nezuko Kamado S, Variegated, Goodgirl BI IT, Margareta Ha-
nover, Date Night Hanover, Kadena and Blank.

Marcus Melander enjoyed the best season of his young career in 2024, 
winning 104 races and $6,591,296.  Melander campaigned Dan Patch 
Award winner and Breeders Crown champion Maryland.

Marcus Melander recorded his fi fth consecutive $1 million season at The 
Big M in 2023.  Overall, Melander won 74 races and $4,361,639, and he 
passed the $27 million mark in career purse earnings.

Marcus Melander maintained his status as a trotting powerhouse in 2022 with 80 wins and $4,963,452 in purse 
earnings, good for a Top Five ranking in the sport.  He was second, third and fi fth in the Hambletonian with 
Joviality S, Temporal Hanover and Periculum.  Joviality S was voted a 2022 Dan Patch Award winner.  She was 
the sport’s top earning trotter in 2022 with $1.08 million.  She became the fi rst fi lly to defeat the boys in the MGM 
Yonkers Trot since 1986, doing it with a track-record-equaling performance of 1:53.1, and fi nished second in the 
Hambletonian.

Marcus Melander’s rising star was shining bright in 2021 with Breeders Crown champion and Goldsmith Maid win-
ner Joviality S and Hambletonian Oaks runner up Iteration.  

Melander continued to enhance his rising prominence as one of the sport’s top trotting trainers in 2020.  On 
Meadowlands Pace Night, his 2020 Trotter of the Year Gimpanzee overcame post 13 to win the $464,900 Ham-
bletonian Maturity.  On Hambletonian Day, Gimpanzee won the $291,350 John Cashman Memorial in a stakes 
record equaling 1:50 and second from post 12 in the $600,000 Hambletonian Oaks with Hypnotic AM.  Gimpan-
zee won his third straight Breeders Crown in that $500,000 Final in 1:51.3.

Melander was the youngest at age 27 to be named Trainer of the Year in 2019, the same year Greenshoe and Gim-
panzee both won a million dollars and Green Manalishi S also became a millionaire.  Greenshoe also gave Melander 
back-to-back Trotters of the Year. 

Melander quickly emerged as an elite trainer of trotters and made headlines with his “Big 3” of sophomore trotters 
Greenshoe, Gimpanzee and Green Manalishi S.  Greenshoe, son of Father Patrick won his second straight NJSS Final in 
1:50.2 and division of the Stanley Dancer Memorial in 1:50.1.  After dominating his Hambletonian elimination in 1:50.2, 
Greenshoe fi nished second in the $1 million fi nal.  Gimpanzee won his fi rst 12 career starts before fi nishing fourth in his 
Hambo elimination and third in the $1 million fi nal.  Green Manalishi S won his Hambo elimination in 1:50.3 and fi nished 
fi fth in the $1 million fi nal.  

Melander received the 2018 Rising Star Award from the U.S. Harness Writers Association.  Melander came to the 
U.S. and worked for Jimmy Takter before starting his own stable in 2014.  He is based in New Egypt, NJ at the 
farm that was home previously to the legendary Stanley Dancer.    His uncle, Stefan Melander, won the 2001 
Hambletonian as a trainer and driver with Scarlet Knight.

 STARTS 1 2 3 Earnings
Jan. 2025- Dec. 2025 123 19 21 21 $2,049,891
Jan. 2024 – Dec. 2024 96  11 15 18 $1,448,822
Jan. 2023 – Dec. 2023 100 17 19 13 $1,766,183 
Jan. 2022 - Dec. 2022 106 21 20 11 $1,850,235
Birthdate: 1992-01-07  Birthplace: Stockholm, Sweden
Residence: New Egypt, NJ Age: 34
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Julie Miller
 STARTS 1 2 3 Earnings
Jan. 2025 - Dec. 2025 103 10 10 16    $246,176
Jan. 2024 – Dec. 2024 80 10 13 14    $491,081
Jan. 2023 – Dec. 2023 60 9 8 5    $215,679
Meadowlands Career 2,470 437 407  350         $12,413,187
Birthdate: 1972-11-20  Birthplace: Iowa City, IA
Residence: Millstone Twp, NJ Age: 53

Julie Miller won 87 races and $1,800,920 in 2025.  At year’s end, Miller’s career 
wins stood at 2,471, with $57,352,771 in purses.  The Team Orange Crush top 
performers were My Degenerate, Little Expensive, Herecomesdajudge, Te Quiero 
Lindy and Best Story Ever.

Julie Miller won 74 races and $2,040,921 in 2024, with a .315 UTRS.  At year’s end, 
Miller had 2,384 career wins and $55,553,786.  

2023 was almost a mirror image of 2022 for Julie Miller as her stable won another 
89 races and $2,489,457, and Miller passed the $53 million mark in career purse 
earnings.  Top horses for Team Orange Crush were Breeders Crown Open Mares 
winner Max Contract and Hambletonian fi nalist French Wine, the season’s fastest 
three-year-old trotter with a mark of 1:50. 

Julie Miller led Team Orange Crush to another strong season in 2022 with 86 wins 
and $2.5 million in purse earnings.  With over 2,200 career wins, Julie also passed 
the $50 million milestone in career earnings. 

Julie Miller, along with her husband Andy and son Tyler, continued to guide a path of success for Team Orange 
Crush in 2021.  Their Big M winners included Maple Leaf Trot upsetter Lindy The Great.

Miller enhanced her status as an elite trotting trainer in 2020 with stars like Venerate, Love A Good Story, Lindy The 
Great and Hambletonian Finalist Big Oil.   Miller to staged a 27-1 upset in the $255,000 Kentucky Filly Futurity with 
New York Sires Stake star Love A Good Story in 1:51.2.   Her biggest win came  in the Mohawk Million with Vener-
ate, who rallied from post ten in 1:53.2 for catch-driver Andrew McCarthy.  She fi nished the season with 2,010 
career wins and $45,636,256.

Team Orange Crush, the husband and wife stable of Andy and Julie Miller maintained their Top Ten presence at 
the Meadowlands during the 2018-19 meet with 20 wins.  Julie Miller also passed the $40 million career mark, with 
over $10 million coming at The Big M.  

 Team Orange Crush reached career highs of 150 wins and $4.6 million in 2018.  The Millers fi nished a hard-charg-
ing second in the $1 million Hambletonian with Met’s Hall, who was also second in the Canadian Trotting Classic 
and Breeders Crown.  The son of Cantab Hall capped a $1 million season in 2018 with a wire-to-wire victory in the 
$256,000 Carl Erskine at Hoosier Park and took a mark of 1:51.2 in the Bluegrass at The Red Mile.  

Miller maintained her Top 10 presence at the Meadowlands during the 2016-17 meet, posted a career best 
$4,679,554 million season with 138 wins, and continued to build a strong reputation with trotters.  

In 2016, the Julie Miller Stable continued to build its strong reputation as a top trotting producer, advancing Mil-
ligan’s School and Sutton to the $1 million Hambletonian Final.  With her husband Andy Miller driving, the Julie 
Miller-tuned Sutton fi nished a fast-closing third, and the Donato Hanover colt was beaten only a neck.   

Although she has a bachelor’s degree in science, Julie Miller’s fi rst love has always been harness racing.  Miller grew 
up in Iowa, where she spent many summers assisting her father, Owen Julius, at the county fairs.  Miller attained her 
training license when she was 18 and won her fi rst race at Quad City Downs in 1993.  She began her career as a 
trainer-driver, and after graduating from Southern Illinois University in 1995, she married top catch driver Andy Miller.

Miller’s top trainee was Lucky Jim, who won 17 of 18 races and $1 million on his way to 2009 Older Trotting Horse of the 
Year.  Lucky Jim trotted a world record of 1:50.1 in the Nat Ray and went on to also win the Breeders Crown.
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Richard “Nifty” Norman
 STARTS 1 2 3 Earnings
Jan. 2025 - Dec. 2025 84 10 8 3 $242,934
Jan. 2024 – Dec. 2024 112 8 19 10                $367,237 
Jan. 2023 – Dec. 2023 177 18 26 27 $1,153,994 
Jan. 2022 - Dec. 2022 152 23 20 21 $1,245,106
Birthdate: 1960-10-21  Birthplace: New Zealand
Residence: Allentown, NJ Age: 65

Richard “Nifty” Norman won 85 races and $1,975,701 in 2025, with a .319 UTRS.  At 
year’s end, Norman had 1,920 career wins and $58,302,479.  

Richard “Nifty” Norman won 90 races and $2,688,719 in 2024.  At year’s end, Nor-
man had 1,836 career wins and $56,291,965.  His top performers included Sam-
bucca Hanover, Yannick G Kemp and Bella’s Muscle Hill.

Richard “Nifty” Norman enjoyed another strong season in 2023, winning 109 
races and $3,094,410, and Norman passed the $53 million mark in career purse 
earnings.  

Richard “Nifty” Norman posted another solid season in 2022 with 114 wins and 
$3,869,174 in purse earnings.  Norman also passed the $50 million mark in career 
earnings and has over 1,600 career wins.  His stable stars included 2022 Trotter 
of the Year Bella Bellini, Delilah Hanover, Venerable, Lilbitalexis, Fire Start Ha-
nover, Kobe’s Gigi, Grace Hill, Amigo Volo, Gotthegreenlight, Check Her Out 
and Blonde Bombshell.  Bella Bellini hit the board in 18 of 19 races, winning nine 
and earned $936,702 to lead all older trotters.  Her mark of 1:49.4 was the fastest 
among female trotters in 2022.  Her victories included the Dr. John R. Steele Me-
morial, TVG Series Final, Six Pack Mares Open and Breeders Crown Mare Trot.

Richard “Nifty” Norman enjoyed a career best season in 2021 and was voted the Glen Garnsey Trainer of the Year.  
Norman campaigned Dan Patch Award winners Bella Bellini and Venerable, and both fi llies had $1 million seasons.  
Bella Bellini gave Norman his third Hambletonian Oaks and Venerable beat the boys in the Mohawk Million.  Norman 
also had two half million dollar winning fi llies in Fire Start Hanover and Grace Hill, along with Bluegrass winner Lilbitalexis 
and Matron winner Joyride Hanover.  He won 15 races of $100,000 or more, pushing him past the $6 million mark for 
the fi rst time, won a career high 141 races and posted a .346 UTRS percentage.

Nifty continued in his usual solid role in the Top Ten at the Meadowlands in 2020 with 26 wins and $1,161,051.  Norman 
enjoyed a career best $4,456,767 season overall, topping 1,000 career wins and the $40 million mark.   Norman won a 
pair of Breeders Crowns with Fire Start Hanover and Amigo Volo, who was the second leading money winning trotter 
of 2020 with $939,498.  Fire Start Hanover also won a $151,030 Kindergarten Classic Final in 1:50.4, and Bee Forever ral-
lied to a 1:54 upset in the $398,650 Valley Victory.

In 2018, Norman continued to concentrate on developing young stakes stars in 2018.  Norman pulled a 15-1 upset in the 
$435,900 Valley Victory with Southwind Avenger.  He also won the Kindergarten Classic Final with Reign Of Honor, and 
campaigned Grand Circuit stakes winning fi lly Evident Beauty, and Pennsylvania Sires Stakes winning trotters Piranha 
Fury, Live Laugh Love and Lindy’s Big Bang.  Norman passed the $2 million mark for the eighth season of his career.

Norman kicked off 2016 with a big win in the $150,000 Mack Lobell Elitlopp Playoff when his prized trotting mare Bee 
A Magician fi nished second and was placed fi rst trough a disqualifi cation.  Unfortunately, the six-year-old daughter 
of Kadabra spent most of the season sidelined with an injury, but made a successful comeback and vaulted past $4 
million with a second in her fi fth Breeders Crown appearance.  

Norman engineered a bounce-back season for his triple millionaire trotting queen Bee A Magician, who had won 
eight of nine starts in 2015 before her second place fi nish in the $181,450 Fresh Yankee on Hambletonian Day.  

Norman is a native of New Zealand.  His father had thoroughbreds, yet when he came to the US in 1985 he began 
working with harness racing horses and trainer Ross Croghan in California.   Norman spent nearly two decades as an 
assistant with seven-time Big M leading trainer Brett Pelling before striking out on his own in 2006.  
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Brett Pelling

 
Brett Pelling won 97 races and $2,447,241 in 2025.  Pelling’s UTRS was 
better than .400 for the fi fth straight year.  At year’s end, he had 2,110 
career wins and $74,549,966.  His top horses included Sugar Man, 
Waffl e Blue Chip, Sabonis, Beach Club Monty, Three Times Bettor, Fu-
sion, Federer, Asphalt, Baret, Found and Faze.

Brett Pelling won 88 races and $2,929,484 in 2024.  Pelling passed 
2,000 career wins and $72M.  

Brett Pelling enjoyed his best season since returning to the US, win-
ning 92 races and $4,519,832, and Pelling passed the $69 million mark 
in career purse earnings.  Confederate was Pelling’s third Horse of 
the Year.   The sophomore son of Sweet Lou was the sport’s leading 
money winner with $1,633,854, and he became the fastest three year 
old in history with a world record of 1:46.1.  Confederate also gave 
Pelling his fi fth Meadowlands Pace and won 11 straight races, includ-

ing a Breeders Crown.  Confederate also equaled the Cane Pace 
stakes record of 1:47.3.  Pelling also campaigned Allywag Hanover, who won a Sam McKee Memorial division in 
1:47.2 and pulled a 17-1 upset in the FanDuel Championship in 1:49.1. 

Brett Pelling posted another solid season in 2022 with 84 wins, $3,725,848 in purse earnings and an impressive 

Brett Pelling enjoyed another stellar season in 2021, producing his second Horse of the Year Test Of Faith and 
another Dan Patch Award winner Allywag Hanover.  Test Of Faith, a three-year-old Art Major fi lly, fashioned a 
16 – 14-2-0 record in a million dollar season.  The 1:48.3 performer won the Matron, Breeders Crown, Courageous 
Lady, Glen Garnsey, Bluegrass, New York Sires Stakes Final and Empire Breeders Classic.  Allywag Hanover, 
a four-year-old Captaintreacherous gelding, was voted the sport’s top older pacer, winning the TVG Final, 
Allerage Farms, Mohawk Gold Cup, Canadian Pacing Derby, and divisions of the Sam McKee Memorial and 
William Haughton Memorial.  He paced a world record of 1:47.2 at Pocono Downs and took a mark of 1:46.4 at 
The Red Mile.  Allywag Hanover equaled a tracked record for four-year-old pacing geldings of 1:47.1.  

Pelling continued his American comeback in 2020, and fi nished the season with 1,646 career wins and 
$56,475,798 in career earnings.  Pelling fi nished second and third in the $636,650 Meadowlands Pace with Papi 
Rob Hanover and Allywag Hanover.  Papi Rob Hanover went on to win an Adios elimination in a world record of 
1:47.1 before being forced to retire due to injury.  

In 2019, Pelling enjoyed his best season since returning to America, led by the prolifi c Open class pacing mare 
Caviart Ally, who won the Rainbow Blue Final in 1:48.   Pelling passed the $2 million mark in 2019 and $54 million in 
his illustrious career.

Pelling held the record for seven Meadowlands training titles, also the single season record of 122 wins set in 1991 
and repeated in 1998.  Pelling has trained a long list of award winning champions including Mystical Maddy, 
Western Ideal, Armbro Romance, Pizza Dolce, Lyell Creek N, Like A Prayer, I Am A Fool and Timesareachanging.
In 2005, the legendary Rocknroll Hanover earned a record $2.2 million, one of four Meadowlands Pace winners 
Pelling has trained.

 STARTS 1 2 3 Earnings
Jan. 2025 - Dec. 2025 52 8 7 12      381,697
Jan. 2024 – Dec. 2024 55 13 6 7  $755,887
Jan. 2023 – Dec. 2023 67 15 10 7   $1,114,983
Meadowlands Career 6921 1,385 1,007 860           $34,419,449
Birthdate: 1958-07-17  Birthplace: Auckland, New Zealand
Residence: Creamridge, NJ Age: 67
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Edwin Quevedo
 STARTS 1 2 3 Earnings
Jan. 2025 - Dec. 2025 104 5 8 9 $82,038
Jan. 2024 – Dec. 2024 175 18 23 20 $223,290
Jan. 2023 – Dec. 2023 148 23 18 13 $222,925
Jan. 2022 - Dec. 2022 217 31 31 18 $346,859
Birthdate: 1983-09-04  Birthplace: Guatemala City, Guatemala 
Residence: East Windsor, NJ Age: 42

Edwin Quevedo won 56 races and $719,901 in 2025.

Edwin Quevedo won a career high 104 races and 
$1,114,800 in 2024.  Quevedo fi nished second in the Free-
hold Raceway standings with 26 wins and $110,386.

In 2023, Edwin Quevedo fi nished in the Top Ten at The Big M 
with 23 wins.  Overall, Quevedo won 88 races and $760,440, 
and he passed $4 million in career purse earnings.  Queve-
do was also the leading trainer at Freehold Raceway with 
35 wins. 

Edwin Quevedo posted another strong season in 2022 with 93 wins and $929,185 in purse earn-
ings.  Quevedo fi nished among the top fi ve trainers at the Meadowlands and top three at Freehold 
Raceway. 

Quevedo became a prominent player in overnight races at the Meadowlands in 2021, fi nishing 
fourth in the trainer standings.  Overall, Quevedo won 97 races and had his fi rst $1 million season.  
The former top trainer at Cal Expo ventured east to Running Aces in Minnesota before settling in 
New Jersey.  He also fi nished second in the 2021 Freehold trainer standings.  His top horse was the 
1:48.1 performer Heza Real Diamond.
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Chris Ryder

Chris Ryder kept the proverbial pedal to the metal in 2025, winning 85 races and 
$3,651,956.  Ryder campaigned two Dan Patch Award winners, Miki And Mini and 
Twin B Joe Fresh.  Miki And Mini capped her sophomore season by beating older 
mares in the FanDuel Championship in 1:49.2.  Ryder also won a Kindergarten 
Final with Bookie J.  At year’s end, Ryder had 1,976 career wins and $60,748,904. 

2024 was a dream season for Chris Ryder.  First, Ryder was nominated to the 2025 
class of the Harness Racing Hall of Fame.  He was also voted the Glen Garnsey 
Trainer of the Year, campaigned his fi rst Horse of the Year, Twin B Joe Fresh, along 
with another Dan Patch Award winner, Miki And Mini.  Overall, Ryder won 88 
races and $3,723,892.  Ryder fi nished 2024 with 1,891 career wins and $57M.  

Chris Ryder nearly duplicated his 2022 career highs in 2023 with 70 wins and 
$3,470,615, and Ryder passed $53 million in career purse earnings.  Ryder’s top 
horses included FanDuel Championship winner Twin B Joe Fresh, 23-1 Breeders 
Crown upsetter Gem Quality and Tattoo Artist.

Chris Ryder maintained his status a major stakes player in 2022, and Ryder posted 
the best season of his career with $3,902,651 in purse earnings (78 wins).  

Chris Ryder enjoyed another solid season in 2021 winning 59 races and $2,381,307 overall.  His pride and joy 
was Dan Patch Award winning fi lly pacer Niki Hill.  That two-year-old daughter of Always B Miki won nine of ten 
starts, including a Breeders Crown, She’s A Great Lady, Three Diamonds and Kindergarten Classic Final.  

Ryder continued to polish his image as one of the sport’s elite trainers in 2020.  His Dan Patch Award winner 
Bettor’s Wish won the $229,660 Sam McKee Memorial in 1:47.3. Ryder’s amazing 1:47.2 performer and Dan 
Patch Award winner Party Girl Hill won her fi rst 14 career starts before fi nishing third in a $500,000 Breeders 
Crown.  Bettor’s Wish capped his $2,601,233 career with a 1:48.1 romp in the $340,000 TVG Open Final.

Ryder’s star in 2019 was the sophomore pacer Bettor’s Wish, who romped in the Art Rooney at Yonkers Race-
way in 1:51.4, and fi nished second in the North America Cup, Meadowlands Pace, Cane Pace and Messenger 
Stakes enroute to a $1 million season. 

Ryder’s big gun in 2018 was sophomore pacer This Is The Plan, who capped a near half million season with ma-
jor wins in the Matron Stake and Progress Pace at Dover Downs.   Ryder’s stable earnings passed the $1 million 
mark for the 19th season.

In 2016, Chris Ryder’s stable earned more than $1 million for the 17th year, and campaigned stakes performers 
Kissmeonthebeach, That’s The Ticket, JJ Flynn and Pointtomygranson.  In 2015, most of Ryder’s power came 
from New Jersey Sires Stakes champion The Show Returns, a sister to Ryder’s former standout Put On A Show, 
and New York Sires Stakes star National Seelster. 

The New Zealand native arrived in the US in 1989 when his wife Nicola was transferred to a Manhattan ac-
counting fi rm.  Ryder worked as an agent Down Under and also when he fi rst came to America.   He fi rst 
gained national attention with 1997 Two Year Old Colt Pacer of the Year Sealed N Delivered.  

 STARTS 1 2 3 Earnings
Jan. 2025 - Dec. 2025 117  17 20 16      $848,960
Jan. 2024 – Dec. 2024 102  17 7 22    $1,391,387 
Jan. 2023 – Dec. 2023  136  17 33 7      $865,538 
Jan. 2022 - Dec. 2022 78  19 17 12      $816,214
Birthdate: 1955-10-2  Birthplace: New Zealand
Residence: Allentown, NJ Age: 70
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Bruce Saunders
 STARTS 1 2 3 Earnings
Jan. 2025 - Dec. 2025 152 15 22 22 $448,243
Jan. 2024 – Dec. 2024 125 14 11 9 $307,455 
Jan. 2023 – Dec. 2023 154 15 14 21 $206,983
Meadowlands Career 7,209 777 823 849 $19,942,495
Birthdate: 1944-06-30  Birthplace: Neptune, NJ
Residence: Hamilton, NJ  Age: 81

Bruce Saunders was still going strong in his 35th season at the Meadow-
lands in 2025.  Overall, Saunders won 24 races and $673,930.  At year’s 
end, he had 1,546 career wins and $34,858,717.  His stable star was 
sophomore pacer Manolete, who banked $263,495 and took a mark of 
1:49.2. 

Bruce Saunders continued to be a Meadowlands regular in his 34th sea-
son at The Meadowlands.  Overall, Saunders won 31 races and $436,464 
in 2024.  At year’s end, his career wins stood at 1,547 and he passed the 
$34M mark. 

For Meadowlands veteran Bruce Saunders, 2023 was his 33rd season at 
The Big M, overall, Saunders won 19 races and $280,262.

Bruce Saunders remained quite active in his 31st season at the Mead-
owlands in 2021, and overall, Saunders won 34 races and $574,092.

Saunders completed his 30th season in 2020 fi nishing sixth during the Fall Meet with 10 wins and $230,215.  Saunders 
fi nished fourth in the $636,650 Meadowlands Pace with Manticore.  He won a $207,570 Kindergarten Classic Final 
with Dee’s Red Delicious in 1:54.3.  

Saunders competed in his 29th season in 2019, has won more than 1,300 races and $31 million, and his stable earned 
more than $1 million for 14 straight seasons from 2000 to 2013.

In 2018, Saunders enjoyed his best season since 2013 with over 40 wins and more than $900,000.

Saunders remained quite active in 2016, spanning the spectrum from seasoned trotter Sweet Justice to Kindergarten 
Series competitors Sky Fulla Star and Rock N Blue, and New York Sires Stakes player Lady Of Heaven. 

Saunders jumped back into the limelight in late 2013 and early 2014 with his $25,000 bargain purchase named Sweet 
Justice.  The son of Justice Hall won his fi rst fi ve starts for Saunders, including a 1:52 track record for three-year-old trot-
ting geldings and a FFA Handicap in 1:51.1.

Saunders has enjoyed a long, successful career, and he struck gold with his best horse to date, 2010 Horse of the Year 
Rock N Roll Heaven, who fi nished second in the Meadowlands Pace, and went on to win the Little Brown Jug and Breed-
ers Crown.  The Rocknroll Hanover colt won 16 of 21 starts and $2,156,192 in his award-winning season, and took a mark of 
1:47.3 in a Meadowlands Pace elimination.  The pacer propelled Saunders to a personal best $4,118,950 campaign.  

 Saunders did not follow the typical path to a career training horses.  Raised in Farmingdale, New Jersey, Saunders 
spent two years  in the army, including a year in Vietnam (1969).  He became a stockbroker and from 1972 to 1976 
was the Director of Economics for the State of Delaware.  For one day, he was even the acting Governor of the 
State.  Saunders earned a masters degree in fi nance from Temple University in 1980.

A licensed trainer since 1979, he campaigned two different Delaware Valley Horses of the Year early in his career: 
Perky Fiddler and Chipper Frost. Saunders has handled many other top pacers, including Misfi t, Casimir Camotion, 
Mandretti, Indiana Sam, Master Barney, Die Lute, Armbro View and On The Way Again.

Saunders has received numerous accolades, including Grand Circuit Trainer of the Year and the W.R. Haughton 
Good Guy Award from the United States Harness Writers.  He was the keynote speaker at the 2012 USTA Standard-
bred Driving School.
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Mark Silva
 STARTS 1 2 3 Earnings
Jan. 2025 – Dec. 2025 155 28 30 13 $301,301
Jan. 2024 – Dec. 2024 96 14 20 19 $205,995
Jan. 2023 – Dec. 2023 35 6 5 3 $76,975

Birthdate: 1964-11-18   Birthplace: Canoga Park, CA
Residence: Millstone Township, NJ Age: 61

Mark Silva continued to ramp up his activity at the 
Meadowlands in 2025, and fi nished his season with 
1,300 career wins and close to $24M.  Overall, Silva 
won 36 races and $390,751.

Silva has raced horses at the Meadowlands full-time 
since 1997, and most recently was a frequent com-
petitor in the Meadowlands Amateur Driver Club Se-
ries.  In 2024, he won 36 races and $506,500.  At year’s 
end, he had 1,264 career wins and passed the $23M 
mark. 

Silva’s top horses included Boulder Creek, the 2005 
Older Pacer of the Year, who earned just under $1 mil-
lion that season. Dealt A Winner won the 2015 Cane Pace in a track record of 1:47.3.

Silva’s father Bud raced horses in California in addition to owning a trucking company.  
Bud built a training track around the business property, and Mark began jogging horses 
at age seven.  

2026_Media Guide.indd   103 2/14/2026   4:28:52 PM



PlayMeadowlands.com

Trond Smedshammer
 STARTS 1 2 3 Earnings
Jan. 2025 – Dec. 2025 27 4 7 6 $323,303
Jan. 2024 – Dec. 2024 34 2 4 6 $135,357
Jan. 2023 – Dec. 2023 12 1 3 2 $95,512
Meadowlands Career 2,162 363 302 259         $18,661,827
Date: 1967-03-22   Birthplace: Gfovik, Norway
Residence: Allentown, NJ  Age: 57

Trond Smedshammer experienced a renaissance in 2025 with a return to the sport’s big 
stage, fi nishing second in the Hambletonian Oaks with Walspea, and he also sent out Ham-
bletonian fi nalist Greenma.  Overall, Smedshammer won 30 races and $756,440.  At year’s 
end, he had 1,397 career wins and $53,697,750. 

Smedshammer continued to scale back his activity in 2024, winning four races and 262,317. 
In 2023, Smedshammer won 11 races and $399,720. Smedshammer passed the $52 million 
mark in career earnings in 2022.  Overall in 2021 he won 50 races and $909,299, putting his 
career earnings at $51,635,405, which ranks him 14th all-time. 

Smedshammer completed the 2020 season with 1,285 career wins and $50,726,106.  
The Trond Smedshammer Stable passed the $1 million mark for the 18th straight season in 
2019 and the $50 million mark.  His stablemate star Winndevie won a Breeders Crown at 
Woodbine-Mohawk Park with Brian Sears in the sulky.  

Smedshammer had a resurgent $1.5 million season in 2018, his best since 2006, led by the 
$600,000 stakes winning fi lly Phaetosive.  The Explosive Matter fi lly won the Elegantimage Final, Pennsylvania Sires 
Stakes Championship, a division of the Stanley Dancer Memorial and Bluegrass, a Hambletonian Oaks elimination in 
1:51 and fi nished second in that $500,000 Final.

Smedshammer was once again a prominent fi gure on the major stakes trail in 2017 with Phaetosive, a two-year-old 
fi lly by Explosive Matter, who won four of seven starts. Smedshammer’s stable went past $1 million for 16th straight 
season.

Smedshammer was back in the major stakes spotlight in 2016 with freshman trotting fi llies Chezatter and Hillarmbro, 
along with New York Sires Stakes standout sophomore fi lly Fad Finance.  Smedshammer passed 1,100 career training 
wins and $45 million.

For well over a decade, Smedshammer has consistently produced champion trotters.  He sent out his eighth Ham-
bletonian fi nalist in Royal Ice, who set a Big M track record of 1:51.3 prior to getting parked and fi nishing eighth in 
the $1 million classic.  Smedshammer’s legacy will be forever linked to Arch Madness, who retired in 2014 at age ten 
with $4,288,981 in earnings.  In 2013, Smedshammer guided the nine-year-old Balanced Image gelding to some late-
season heroics, equaling his own world record of 1:50.2 at The Red Mile, then rallying to upset the sport’s top trotters 
in the Allerage Farms Final in 1:51.3.  

Smedshammer came to the United States in 1987 after a mandatory year in the Norwegian army and was virtually 
penniless when he took a job in the barn of fellow Norwegian Per Henriksen.  Smedshammer stayed for six months 
before heading back to Norway where he continued training.  He returned a year later to work for Lindy Farms and 
was part of their team when they won back-to-back Hambletonians in 1989 with Probe and 1990 with Harmonious.In 
1992, Smedshammer opened his own stable at White Birch Farm in Allentown, New Jersey. 

Smedshammer was named the Glen Garnsey Trainer of the Year in 2004 when his stable banked a personal best of 
$5,311,104 and he campaigned three champions.  Trotter of the Year, Windsong’s Legacy, Three Year Old Filly Trotter 
of the Year, Housethatruthbuilt, and Trotting Mare of the Year, Stroke Play.  Windsong’s Legacy earned a single-
season record of $1.7 million.  His victories in the Hambletonian, Yonkers Trot and Kentucky Futurity made him the fi rst 
Trotting Triple Crown winner since Super Bowl in 1972.
Smedshammer has trained a record ten trotting millionaires, including Arch Madness, Strong Yankee, Blur, HP Paque, 
Sand Vic, Break The Bank K and Dejarmbro.  His other stakes winners include Creamy Mimi, Bowlin For Dollars, Mr Pine 
Chip, Blue Mac Lad and Here Comes Herbie. Smedshammer co-owns (under the name American Viking Racing 
Stable) and drives many of his trainees.
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Cory Stratton continued to be a nightly presence 
at the Meadowlands in 2025.  Stratton enjoyed the 
best season of his young career with 222 wins and 
$4,014,665.  Stratton fi nished second at Yonkers with 
148 wins.

Cory Stratton increased his activity signifi cantly at 
the Meadowlands in 2024, fi nishing sixth in the Big M 
standings with 30 wins.  Overall, he posted career 
highs of 126 wins and $2,267,566.  He also fi nished in 
the Top Ten at Yonkers Raceway.

Stratton and his wife Vicki operate a stable out of the 
Mark Ford Training Center in Middletown, New York.  

“I was born into it.  My mom [Jeanine] and dad [Da-
vid] both worked for Billy Haughton, so I knew since I 
was a little kid that is what I wanted to do.   My (old-
er) brother Jordan and my dad have both been big 
stepping stones.  I jogged my fi rst horse with my dad 
when I was about two or three years old.  I’ve been 
jogging solo since I turned eight.  My brother has been 
there for me for everything.  He picks most of my horses, which is a plus.  He’s my confi dant.  
I ask him questions and he helps me out whenever I need him.  My brother and I are very 
close. 

Corey Stratton
 STARTS 1 2 3 Earnings
Jan. 2025 – Dec. 2025 134  17 23 9  $235,456 
Jan. 2024 – Dec. 2024 148  30 23 8  $289,700
Jan. 2023 – Dec. 2023 56  5 4 4  $67,373

Birthdate: 1992-08-12   Birthplace: Bluffton, Ohio
Residence: Slate Hill, NY   Age: 34
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Ake Svanstedt continued to campaign one the sport’s prominent trotting stables 
in 2025, winning his third Hambletonian with Nordic Catcher S in a stakes record 
of 1:50.  Overall, Svanstedt won 115 races and $6,091,552.  He won a Dan Patch 
Award for top older trotting mare with Warrawee Michelle.  His other top horses 
included What A Bid Hanover, Happy Jack B, Warrior, Dial Square S, Call Me Goo, 
Nelsonbriteagle NO, Up Your Deo, Gap Kronos S, I’m Kronos S, Mr Mouton, Lady 
Landia, All Time Trot S, Isabella Bi, Dublin Hanover and Nebbiolo. 

Ake Svanstedt was in the conversation for 2024 Trainer of the Year.  Team Svanst-
edt fi nished fourth at the Meadowlands with 35 wins and $3,568,953.  The stable 
won 131 races and $8,232,018.  Ake fi nished the year with 1,200 wins in North 
America and passed $60M.  The Svandstedt’s top performers included Dan Patch 
Award winner Jiggy Jog S, a perfect six-for-six on the season, Hambletonian Oaks 
winner Warrawee Michele, Breeders Crown winner Lady Landia, Goldsmith Maid 
winner What A Bid Hanover, Breeders Crown winner Call Me Goo and Daiquiri 
Hanover.

In 2023, Ake Svanstedt was recognized for career highs of 162 wins and $9,854,369 
with Trainer of the Year honors.  His top horses were Dan Patch Award winners 
Bond and Jiggy Jog S, Warrawee Michelle (one of his four Breeders Crown win-
ners), Alrajah One IT.

Svanstedt won a pair of 2022 Dan Patch Awards with Special Way and Ecurie D DK.  Ecurie D DK was the top-earning older 
male trotter of the year with $733,439.   Special Way was the richest 2-year-old female trotter of the season with $697,475.  
She won seven of nine starts, including a Breeders Crown in a Canadian record of 1:52.

Ake Svanstedt reached the peak of the harness racing mountaintop for the second time in 2021, going all the way in the 
$1 million Hambletonian with Captain Corey.  Captain Corey went on to win the Earl Beal, Jr. Memorial in 1:51 before being 
retired due to injury.  

In 2020 Svanstedt fi nished with 51 wins and $5,213,649.

Svanstedt continued to make a major impact on the trotting side of the sport in 2019.  Swedish import Darling Mearas S set a 
Meadowlands track record of 1:49.4 in a stunning US debut.  World champion Six Pack won a Graduate Series division in his 
2019 debut, fi nished a close second in the Graduate Final and third in the John Cashman Memorial.  Earl Beal, Jr. Memorial 
upsetter Marseille and Soul Strong both advanced to the $1 million Hambletonian Final, with Soul Strong picking up a fourth-
place check from post ten.  

Svanstedt shook the trotting world in 2018 with a trio of world champion trotters, Six Pack, Plunge Blue Chip and Ice At-
traction.  Six Pack won a division of the Stanley Dancer Memorial in 1:50.  Also on the Meadowlands Pace Night, New 
York Sires Stakes champion Plunge Blue Chip won a Del Miller Memorial division in 1:49.4.  Six Pack also won the Empire 
Breeders Classic, Yonkers Trot, Kentucky Futurity and Matron Stake in a million dollar campaign and set a world record of 
1:49.1.  

In 2017, Svanstedt enjoyed one of the greatest days of his four years in America when he fi nished second and was 
placed fi rst through a disqualifi cation in the $1 million Hambletonian Final with Perfect Spirit.  

Svanstedt remained a dominant force in the trotting world in 2016 with Resolve, one of the sport’s top Open class trotters.  After 
fi nishing second in Sweden’s Elitlopp, the fi ve-year-old son of Muscle Hill shipped back to America and cruised past $1 million 
with major wins in the $200,000 Arthur J. Cutler Memorial, the $273,600 John Cashman Memorial, the $480,320 Maple Leaf Trot 
and set a world record of 2:23.4 for a mile and half in the $1 million International Trot.  

Svanstedt captured fi ve Trainer of the Year titles and three Driver of the Year Awards in Sweden.  In his fi rst two seasons in 
the US, his stable won more than 100 races and banked over $4 million.  Svanstedt immediately made a huge impact in 
America, spearheaded by his super trotter Sebastian K.  

Ake Svanstedt
 STARTS 1 2 3 Earnings
Jan. 2024 – Dec. 2024 198 35 29 27 $3,568,953
Jan. 2023 – Dec. 2023 172 26 29 20 $2,157,500 
Jan. 2022 - Dec. 2022 157 27 28 17 $2,168,072
Jan. 2021 - Dec. 2021 181 19 17 27 $2,611,827
Date: 1958-11-18   Birthplace: Sweden
Residence: Vero Beach, FL Age: 67

2026_Media Guide.indd   106 2/14/2026   4:28:53 PM



PlayMeadowlands.com

Nancy Takter

Nancy Takter won 64 races and $3,513,613 in 2025.   Takter trainee Cap-
tain Optimistic was a prominent sophomore pacer, winning the Cane 
Pace in 1:48.1.  Takter also captured a Breeders Crown with French Wine.  
Her other top horses included Champagne Problems, Deja Blu, Torrisi, 
Highlandstarburst, Travolta Hanover, Top Gun Hanover, Leading Lady, 
Fabulous Hanover, Gruesome Twosome and Madam Cheval. 

Nancy Takter fi nished second at the Meadowlands in 2024 with 46 wins 
and $2,763,648.  Overall, Takter equaled her career high 127 wins and 
won $6,210,534.  She fi nished the season with $42,598,477.  Takter scored 
her second straight Hambletonian with Karl, who made it back-to-back 
$1 million seasons.  Her other top performers included Faze, Mccrunch, 
Jerry Silverman Memorial winner Caviart Belle, Always B Naughty, Bar-
gain, Bestfriend Volo, Dan Patch Award/Breeders Crown winner Win-
ner’s Bet, Flawless, Cheval Rapide, Hasty Bid, Dan Patch Award winner 
Champagne Problems, Kendra, Torrisi, Spicy Nice, My Sweet Lily and 
Governor’s Cup winner Captain Optimistic. 

In 2023, Nancy Takter fi nished fourth in The Big M trainer standings with 38 
wins and $2,108,556.  Overall, Takter enjoyed another big season, winning 

103 races and $6,437,014, and she passed $36 million in career purse earnings.  Most importantly, Takter won her fi rst 
Hambletonian with post ten 12-1 upsetter Tactical Approach.  The leading money winning trotter in the sport banked 
$1.5 million.  Takter’s other top horses included Dan Patch Award winner Karl

Nancy Takter posted another strong season in 2022 with 92 wins and $4,435,874 in purse earnings.  Treacherous Dragon 
was voted a 2022 Dan Patch Award winner.  She led all 3-year-old female pacers with $717,835.  Her victories included 
the Jugette and Breeders Crown.  

In 2021, Nancy Takter continued to solidify her status as one of the sport’s elite trainers.  Manchego came back out of 
retirement to capture her third Dan Patch Award, winning the John Cashman Memorial, Spirit of Massachusetts and 
Arthur J. Cutler Memorial, while passing the $3 million mark in career earnings.  Manchego equaled a track record for 
Older Trotting Mares of 1:49.4.  Takter fi nished seventh in the Meadowlands trainer standings.  
  
Takter was voted 2020 Trainer of the Year by the United States Harness Writers Association (USHWA) – and her year was 
so spectacular, the decision to have her receive the award did not even have to go to a vote.  Takter’s stable led the 
way at the Meadowlands in 2020 with $2,428,472.  With over $8 million won by her trainees, 31% victories and a UTRS 
rating of .442, the horses in Nancy’s stable seemed to almost never miss in the big events.  The leader of the barn was 
Tall Dark Stranger, a three-year-old pacing colt who was named for Horse of the Year off of a year where he won 11 of 
13 starts and earned $1,302,681, tops among all North American harness horses.  The Meadowlands Pace, Cane Pace, 
North America Cup, and two Grand Circuit victories at Lexington all were taken by a horse who earned widespread 
praise from seasoned veterans for his fi erce tenacity to hold on to the lead late when threatened with defeat.
 Nancy also trained the great trotting mare Manchego, whose 1:49.3 victory at Plainridge, a 5/8-mile track, was not 
only the sole sub-1:50 trot of the year, but probably the most impressive trotting mile of all.  There was also Kissin In The 
Sand, who capped her year with seven straight wins against the top older pacing mares including her Breeders Crown, 
and Hambletonian Oaks champion Sorella, and Governor’s Cup winner Always A Miki.

Nancy emerged from the shadow of her Hall of Fame father Jimmy Takter to compete successfully at the Grand 
Circuit level.  Takter passed the $4 million mark for the fi rst time in 2019 and her stable star Captain Crunch rallied for 
a mild upset in the North America Cup in 1:47.2.  That Dan Patch Award winning son of Captaintreacherous also won 
the Cane Pace at The Big M in 1:48 with Scott Zeron in the bike.  

 STARTS 1 2 3 Earnings
Jan. 2025 – Dec. 2025 157  19 30 15       $1,118,024
Jan. 2024 – Dec. 2024 156  46 13 15       $2,763,648 
Jan. 2023 – Dec. 2023 139  38 22 18       $2,108,556
Jan. 2022 - Dec. 2022 102  15 14 13         $859,068
Birthdate: 1981-06-21   Birthplace: Malmo, Sweden
Residence: Allentown, NJ   Age: 44
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Linda Toscano
 STARTS 1 2 3 Earnings
Jan. 2025 - Dec. 2025 123 11 16 13 $515,963
Jan. 2024 – Dec. 2024 128 21 18 12 $1,023,639
Jan. 2023 – Dec. 2023 89 19 12 12 $529,833
Jan. 2022 - Dec. 2022 98 18 13 19 $672,338
Birthdate:  1955-06-26  Birthplace: Brooklyn, NY
Residence: Freehold, NJ             Age: 69 

Linda Toscano won 47 races and $1,689,722 in 2025.  At year’s end, Toscano had 
2,683 career wins and $73M.  Her top horses included It’s My Show, R Charm, R 
Candy, Amazing Catch and Wave Dancer. 

In 2024, Linda Toscano posted her $1M season Meadowlands season in her storied 
Hall of Fame career.  Overall, Toscano won 83 races and $2,860,083.  She fi nished 
2024 with 2,636 career wins and $71M.  Her top performers included Dan Patch 
Award/Breeders Crown winner Allegiant. 

In 2023, Linda Toscano enjoyed her best season since 2013, winning 96 races and 
$4,051,206, and Toscano passed 2,500 career wins and $68 million in purses earnings.  
Her top horses included North American Cup winner and world champion It’s My 
Sho and  Jugette winner Ucandoit Blue Chip.

In 2022, Hall of Fame trainer Linda Toscano sent out 84 winners and her stable won 
$2,927,422 in purse money.

Back where Linda Toscano won her fi rst Breeders Crown with Molly Can Do It in 2002, 
the Hall of Fame trainer won the same event for Older Pacing Mares in 2021 with 
Rocknifi cent in 1:49, upsetting heavily favored divisional champion Lyons Sentinel and fresh off a Red Mile track record of 1:48 in 

Toscano continued to add to her Hall of Fame legacy as a great developer of young stars in 2020, while sending out a consistent 
stable of overnight stock.  Her top horses included 1:49.1 performer Somebaddude, New Jersey Sires Stakes champion Play Trix On 
Me, Pennsylvania Sires Stakes winner Rocknifi cent.

With almost 2,200 training wins and $54 million, Toscano was fi ttingly given a rousing reception when she was inducted into the 
Harness Racing Hall of Fame in 2019.  Toscano also added a huge feather in her cap when Best In Show rallied to a 27-1 upset in 
the Crawford Farms Meadowlands Pace.

In 2018, Toscano reached a pinnacle in her great career when she was nominated to the Harness Racing Hall Fame.  Helpison-
theway, a sophomore son of Toscano’s 2012 Horse of the Year Chapter Seven, overcame post 12 to take a mark of 1:51.4 in the 
Dennis Drazen.  

Toscano saw her dream of winning her second Hambletonian in 2017 dashed by the career-ending injury of world champion 
Walner, who set a stakes record of 1:50.2 in a Stanley Dancer Memorial division shortly before being retired.  The son of Toscano’s 
2012 Horse of the Year Chapter Seven won nine of ten career starts.  Toscano passed 2,000 career wins and was just shy of $50 
million.  Her stable reached the $2 million mark for the 11th straight season.

Toscano caught lightning in a bottle again in 2016 with world champion freshman trotter Walner.  From the fi rst crop of Toscano’s 
2012 Horse of the Year Chapter Seven, Walner unleashed a world record of 1:51.3 in a $56,000 division of the International Stallion 
Stake at The Red Mile, and went on to set a Meadowlands track record of 1:53 in the $600,000 Breeders Crown.  Walner capped 
a seven for eight season with another easy win in the $200,600 Kindergarten Series Final at The Big M.  

Toscano enjoyed a dream season in 2012 when she was voted Trainer of the Year, campaigned Horse of the Year Chapter 
Seven, became the fi rst female trainer to win the $1.5 million Hambletonian with Market Share and banked $6 million for the fi rst 
time.  The millionaire four-year-old trotter Chapter Seven blazed a world record of 1:50.1 winning the Nat Ray.  Toscano also won 
a New Jersey Sires Stakes fi nal for two-year-old trotting fi llies with Southwind Cocoa.  She sent out a pair of top fl ight three-year-old 
pacers in Heston Blue Chip and Bettors Edge, plus freshman pacing star Doctor Butch.

The breast cancer survivor started attending the races some 40 years ago when her father would take her to Roosevelt and 
Yonkers Raceways.  She got her start with Buddy Regan in New York, and also worked with John Campbell when he had a stable.  
She went out on her own in 1984 and was the leading trainer in her home state before moving full-time to the Meadowlands in 
1988.

The Rutgers Equine Science Center named Toscano the 2013 recipient of their annual ‘Spirit of the Horse’ award, which recog-
nizes individuals whose lives have been profoundly changed because of their involvement with horses and who have acknowl-
edged the impact by giving back to the horse industry.

Toscano became the fi rst woman to harness a Breeders Crown winner with Molly Can Do It in the 2002 Mares Pace. Molly Can Do 
It entered Toscano’s barn at the end of her four-year-old season and banked more than $700,000 from 2002 to 2004.
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Shane Tritton
 STARTS 1 2 3 Earnings
Jan. 2025 – Dec. 2025 158 23 13 24 $243,992 
Jan. 2024 – Dec. 2024 133 23 17 11 $217,865
Jan. 2023 – Dec. 2023 85 15 6 7 $199,558

Birthdate: 1983-10-24  Birthplace: Australia
Residence: Pine Bush, NY Age: 42

Shane Tritton won 65 races and $895,841 in 2025, 
and Team Tritton continued their nightly activity at 
the Meadowlands. 

Overall, Shane Tritton won 82 races and $1,295,339 
in 2024, while Team Tritton increased their presence 
felt at the Meadowlands. After winning multiple 
training and driving championships in their native 
New South Wales, husband and wife Shane and 
Lauren Tritton were determined to take on the epi-
center of the harness racing world.  The duo had 
conquered just about every major test in southeast-
ern Australia, and consistently ranked in the top fi ve 
of the metropolitan training and driving tables in 
New South Wales.

“We’d been training over there for 15 years,” Tritton said.  “We always had 50 to 90 horses; we 
were a Grand Circuit premiership-winning stable.  Things were at the top of the game of what 
we could achieve in Australia, and we got the idea in our head that we’d like to dip our toe in 
America if we got the opportunity.  We put all the balls in place and had everything ready (to 
leave mid-2020), but then COVID hit, which forced our hand to go a few months earlier than 
we expected.  We jumped on a plane, landed in New York, and it’s been a roller coaster since 
then.”

“We were predominantly more successful at mile racing in Australia than we were at the longer 
trip, so we fi gured that when we came here, it would suit us because they race over a mile,” 
he said.  “But it’s so different to that—the mile racing here is kind of like 1½ miles back home.  
The way they drive them in this country, in every single race, is so taxing on the horses.  It does 
change the way you have to approach the training, the treatments, and how you look after 
them.  It’s certainly been an eye-opener. I assumed it was just mile racing and that it is what it is, 
but it’s been different.  Getting used to that and letting the horses acclimatize to that has been 
the biggest part I needed to learn.”

“We spent two and a half years working out what type of horses you need, what type of stable 
you need, what horses work, what horses don’t,” Tritton continued.  “I trained most of the horses  
I brought with me (in Australia), and I saw how some of them reacted differently—some im-
proved, some struggled, some didn’t handle the type of racing.  It was a unique perspective 
for me, because sometimes you bring a horse over and you just think the horse wasn’t good 
enough in the fi rst place or something was wrong with it, but the way we did it, we experienced 
how the horses can actually change because we’ve seen it on both sides.  It opened our per-
spective a lot to what type of horses suit here.  That’s the biggest positive that’s come out of it.  
We can be very selective about what type of horses we buy for our owners, and I think it sets us 
up for hopefully a lot of success in the future.” 
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Lucas Wallin
STARTS 1 2 3 Earnings

Jan. 2025 - Dec. 2025 34 4 1 4 $241,855 
Jan. 2024 – Dec. 2024 48 6 5 11 $437,572 
Jan. 2023 – Dec. 2023 45 10 4 9 $409,215
Jan. 2022 - Dec. 2022 37 9 2 3 $332,188
Birthdate: 1992-12-28  Birthplace: Sweden 
Residence: New Egypt, NJ Age: 33

Lucas Wallin won 33 races and $987,412 in 2025.  Wallin’s top 
horses included Kentucky Filly Futurity and New Jersey Classic win-
ner Delaney Hanover, Maximus Mearas S, The Rogue Prince and 
EL Nightwish. 

Lucas Wallin won 41 races and $1,213,040 in 2024, his fourth 
straight $1M season.  Wallin’s top performers included Soiree 
Hanover, Life On The Bluff, Dolce Amara, Delaney Hanover, 2025 
Hambletonian prospect Maximus Mearas S and Panacea Ha-
nover. 

Lucas Wallin enjoyed the best season of his young career, win-
ning 44 races and $1,726,586.  Wallin’s top horses were Dan Patch 
Award winner Soiree Hanover, D’Apper, Double Dippin and Devil-
ish Hill. 

Lucas Wallin continued his ascent into trotting’s upper echelon 
in 2022.  Over the last couple of years Wallin has shown himself to 
be a master handler of stakes trotting stock, and he comes off of 
by far his best year -- with only 135 starters, his stable earned almost $1.7 million (34 wins).  Among the talent 
he has developed is Rebuff, one of his division’s top trotting males both last year and this.  Rebuff equaled a 
Meadowlands track record of 1:49.4 in a division of the Stanley Dancer Memorial.  Wallin also trained the two 
winners of their $253,000 Pennsylvania Sire Stakes Championships for three-year-old trotters with Pour Mea 
Double conquering the males and Manon beat the females. 

Lucas Wallin is one the young guns from Sweden.  He posted his fi rst $1 million season as a trainer in 2021, and 
won his fi rst Breeders Crown with Rebuff, who was driven by Tim Tetrick.  That three-year-old son of Muscle Hill 
is now one of the top prospects for the 2022 Hambletonian.  Some of Wallin’s other big moments came with 
Hambletonian fi nalist Cuatro De Julio.  That three-year-old son of Trixton won a Breeders Crown elimination in 
1:52.2 and fi nished fourth in that fi nal.  Trained by Marie Otolan Bar, Cuatro De Julio took a mark of 1:51 at The 
Red Mile where he was also second by a nose in the 1:49.3 Kentucky Championship Series Final.  At The Big 
M, he won a division of New Jersey Sires Stakes in 1:53.1 and was second by a neck in that fi nal in 1:52.2.

In 2020, Wallin won the New Jersey Sire Stakes championship for three-year-old fi lly trotters at the Meadow-
lands with Ab’sattitudexpress.  That Trixton fi lly also took a mark of 1:51.4 in a division of the Bluegrass, and 
fi nished third in both the Breeders Crown and Matron.

Lucas Wallin had two fi nalists in the 2019 Hambletonian Oaks. Princess Deo fi nished fi fth and Queen Of Trix 
fi nished sixth.  Each fi lly fi nished third in her elimination.

In 2018, Wallin started Winbak Noelle in the Oaks elims, but failed to reach the fi nal.

Wallin grew up in Sweden, where he was driving ponies at the age of eight.  Several years later, he began 
helping at his uncle Joakim Wallin’s stable. In mid-2014, Wallin was alerted to an opportunity to work for Ake 
Svanstedt’s stable in the U.S. by childhood friend Oskar Florhed.  Wallin spent two years with Svanstedt before 
deciding to go on his own.
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