Baptism (Southwind Frank-Fall From Grace-Chapter Seven)
Baptism worked out a third-over trip, got by an off-stride Delilah Hanover in the lane after getting
bothered, and just got up to finish fifth in the second Hambletonian Oaks elimination on
Saturday night. She finished 4 3/4 lengths behind winner Warrawee Xenia, was timed in 1:53.2,
and trotted a 28.1 last quarter.
Baptism won once in eight starts at age 2, that coming in a Pennsylvania Sire Stakes leg at
Harrah’s Philadelphia. As a sophomore, she has four victories: two splits of the Pennsylvania
Stallion Series, a Pennsylvania All-Stars division, and a Reynolds section. Her win in the
Reynolds at the Meadowlands came in a life’s-best clocking of 1:51.3. In total, she has a record
of 5-4-2 from 15 attempts and has banked $206,349.
Quotes
Trainer-driver Ake Svanstedt:
On the elim: “She needs a better trip to compete. She hadn’t raced in a long time, so maybe she
can be sharper next week. I’m happy she made the final. She can perform better next week.”
Breeding Notes
Baptism is from the second crop of Southwind Frank and would be his first Hambletonian or
Hambletonian Oaks champion. Her dam, the Chapter Seven mare Fall From Grace, was
unraced, but is a half-sister to Archangel, who was fourth in the 2012 Hambletonian final and
made over $1.1 million lifetime.
Baptism was bred by Diamond Creek Farm and foaled at their Wellsville, Pennsylvania, facility.
This would be Diamond Creek’s first Hambletonian or Hambletonian Oaks champion.
Driver-Trainer Bio

AKE SVANSTEDT
Born: 11/18/1958 – Birthplace: Sweden – Resides: Columbus, NJ
Hambletonian wins (2): Captain Corey, 2021; Perfect Spirit, 2017.
Ake Svanstedt drove Captain Corey to victory in the 2021 Hambletonian, giving him his second
win in the event as both a trainer and driver. In 2017, he trained and drove Perfect Spirit, who
was declared the winner when What The Hill was disqualified for interference in the stretch. It
was the first disqualification of a winner in Hambletonian history.
Svanstedt’s stable had three of the top-four finishers in the 2021 Hambletonian: winner Captain
Corey, third-place Ambassador Hanover, and fourth-place Delayed Hanover.
He has had four Hambletonian Oaks finalists. His best finish came in 2018 when Plunge Blue
Chip finished third.
Last year, Svanstedt ranked No. 3 among trainers in North America in purses with a career-best
$6.31 million. He won 104 races as a trainer in 2021. He also set a career high in purses as a
driver with $3.64 million. He won 62 races as a driver.
Svanstedt moved to the U.S. from Sweden in 2014. As a trainer, he has won more than 800
career races in North America and $37 million in purses. As a driver, he has topped 500
victories and $24 million.
He was Sweden’s Trainer of the Year five times and Driver of the Year on three occasions. He
won 6,306 races as a driver in Sweden and 5,384 as a trainer. In 2017, he was inducted in
Sweden’s Hall of Fame.
Svanstedt grew up with horses in Sweden. His father, who was in the timber business, used
horses for work and raced cold-blooded trotters. Svanstedt began his professional career at the
age of 24 and within several years was the champion at his home track in Bergsaker.
Owner Bio
Diamond Creek Racing, Wellsville, PA- Crossover Racing, Lexington, KY
Diamond Creek Farm’s racing operation is in search of their initial Hambletonian or
Hambletonian Oaks victory. Crossover Racing is a fractional ownership group that Diamond
Creek is connected with.

BARE MY SOUL (Chapter Seven – Celebrity Angel – Yankee Glide)
Bare My Soul blasted off the wings of the gate to secure a stalking trip and raced locked at the
cones to finish third to Venerable by a length in the first Hambletonian Oaks elimination.
Coming off a lowkey 2-year-old season where she only won one time in a New York Sires Stake
at Vernon Downs, Bare My Soul returned as a 3-year-old racing mainly in New York Sires
Stakes company, where she won one division at Vernon Downs in 1:52.1 and another at Saratoga
Raceway in 1:56. She otherwise has attempted Grand Circuit company twice before the
Hambletonian Oaks eliminations, finishing seventh in the $35,600 Reynolds Memorial at The
Meadowlands and sixth in the $123,000 Zweig Filly Trot.
Quotes
From her performance in the elimination, trainer Linda Toscano said “I was really happy with
her. It wasn’t totally surprising to me because I know she’s really talented and she’s really good
gaited, and I knew she could get off the wings like that. The biggest problem with a filly like her
is that she really doesn’t want the lead on the big track. She can do it on the small tracks, but on
the big track she really likes to follow. [Yannick Gingras] gave her a picture-perfect trip. He said
if he could have found a clear lane, he might have been second with her. I’m pretty happy with
her. I knew she wouldn’t embarrass herself. She’s a beautiful filly. She’s stout and she’s a
perfect size. She’s very nice.
In the differences in Bare My Soul from 2 to 3, Toscano said, “She grew up and is more mature.
She was talented last year, too, but I mismanaged her terribly. I don’t normally; normally I pride
myself on being able to manage one really well. But I shipped her to Kentucky not knowing who
Venerable was at the time and got caught up with Venerable and Selfie Queen and those horses
out there. Then the next thing you know, I shipped her too late back [east]. She won in [1]:54 at
Vernon and I didn’t have enough legs of the New York Sire Stakes to make the final – I enough
points, but not enough legs – so, no matter what I did, I did it wrong. This year, we’re trying to
cross every T and dot every I.

According to Toscano, Bare My Soul’s best qualities are that “She can leave the gate and she can
put herself in position. With a trotter, there is nothing better than that.”
Breeding Notes
Bare My Soul is sired by former Linda Toscano trainee Chapter Seven and out of the lightly
raced Yankee Glide mare Celebrity Angel. Chapter Seven tries for his first Hambletonian Oaks
win as a sire.
Kentuckiana Farms LLC bred Bare My Soul and also bred 2012 Oaks winner Personal Style,
who pulled a 57-1 upset when favorites Check Me Out and Maven broke stride coming to the top
of the stretch.
Driver Bio
YANNICK GINGRAS
Born: 8/4/1979 – Birthplace: Greenfield Park, Quebec – Resides: Allentown, NJ
Hall of Fame: Class of 2022.
Dan Patch Award Driver of the Year: 2017, 2014.
Hambletonian Oaks wins (6): Sorella, 2020; Manchego, 2018; Ariana G, 2017; All The Time,
2016; Wild Honey, 2015; Lifetime Pursuit, 2014.
Yannick Gingras, who was inducted into the Harness Racing Hall of Fame in Goshen, N.Y., on
July 3, holds the record for most driving wins in the Hambletonian Oaks with six.
He won the 2020 Hambletonian Oaks with Sorella for trainer Nancy Takter. His previous five
victories came for Takter’s father, Jimmy, in consecutive years, 2014 through 2018.
Gingras has finished second in the Hambletonian on three occasions. He was runner-up with
Ready For Moni in 2020, Southwind Frank in 2016, and filly Mission Brief in 2015.
In 2021, Gingras finished fourth in the Hambletonian final with Delayed Hanover.
Gingras’ biggest win so far this year came July 16 when he won the Meadowlands Pace with
Beach Glass.
A third-generation horseman from Quebec, Gingras arrived in the U.S. in 2001 and established
himself as a top driver at Yonkers Raceway. In 2003, he received the Rising Star Award from the
U.S. Harness Writers Association and in 2004 he moved his base to the Meadowlands. He has
won multiple Big M driving titles, most recently in 2020.

Gingras, who has won more than 8,200 races lifetime, ranks fifth in career driving purses with
$208 million. He led the sport in earnings four consecutive years, 2014-2017.
He has sat behind three Dan Patch Award Horse of the Year winners: Tall Dark Stranger in
2020, Hannelore Hanover in 2017, and JK She’salady in 2014.
Among his many other accomplishments, Gingras is known for his association with pacer Foiled
Again, who retired in 2018 as the richest horse in harness racing history with $7.63 million in
lifetime earnings.
Trainer Bio
LINDA TOSCANO
Born: 6/26/1955 – Birthplace: Brooklyn, NY – Resides: Freehold, NJ

Hall of Fame: Class of 2019.
Dan Patch Award Trainer of the Year: 2012.
Hambletonian wins (1): Market Share, 2012.
Linda Toscano was the first female trainer to win the Hambletonian, which she did with Market
Share in 2012.
One year earlier, Toscano-trained Chapter Seven finished fourth in the race. In 2017, Toscano
trained the favorite heading toward the event, Dan Patch Award-winner Walner, but the colt was
unable to race because of injury and was later retired.
Chapter Seven came back at age 4 and won eight of 10 races, $1.02 million, and was named
Horse of the Year. He was one of three Dan Patch Award winners for Toscano that season, with
Market Share and pacer Heston Blue Chip, and Toscano was named 2012 Trainer of the Year
Award by the U.S. Harness Writers Association. She was the first female trainer to receive the
honor.
Last year, Toscano won a Hambletonian Oaks elimination with Lady Chaos. She finished 10th in
the final.
Toscano has won more than 2,400 races as a trainer. She has $62 million in career purses and has
topped $1 million in earnings for 17 consecutive years, including 2022.
A Brooklyn native, Toscano briefly attended SUNY at Stony Brook before finding her calling
and beginning her career on the track. She worked side by side with veteran trainer Buddy Regan
and Hall of Famers Buddy Gilmour and John Campbell prior to stepping out on her own in 1985.

Owner Bio
Bare My Soul races for owners Richard Gutnick, Thomas Pontone, Joseph Lozito Jr. and Enviro
Stables Ltd. All owners are trying for their first victory in the Hambletonian Oaks, though coowner Richard Gutnick has already landed a classic victory when the Toscano-trained Market
Share won the Hambletonian in 2012.

Fashion Schooner (Walner-Broadway Schooner-Broadway Hall)
Racing in the second Hambletonian Oaks elimination on Saturday night, Fashion Schooner
brushed to the lead out of third before the half, kept the top spot into the lane, and wound up
second, half a length behind winner Warrawee Xenia and timed in 1:52.2 (28 second last
quarter).
Fashion Schooner raced just three times as a 2-year-old with a best finish of third. This year,
she hasn’t missed the board in seven attempts (4-2-1 record). Her wins include a leg and the
final of the New Jersey Sire Stakes and a division of the Del Miller Memorial at the
Meadowlands. Overall, she has pocketed $218,462 and has a mark of 1:50.1 taken in her Del
Miller Memorial tally.
Quotes
Trainer Jim Campbell:
On the elim: “I was happy with her. You can’t take nothing away from the filly that beat her, she
came flying. I thought we had the race wrapped up, and that filly came flying from out of
nowhere. The track was a little different [Saturday] than what it has been. The horses are
coming from behind more than they have any night that I’ve seen for the most part this year. I
wasn’t disappointed in her. I thought she put in a good race. Tim [Tetrick] was happy with her. I
hope we can work out a good trip in the final.”

Only three races last year: “That was the hand we were dealt just because she got sick early.
She just wasn’t set and ready to go when we tried racing her and the time off really helped her a
lot. Coming back this year, she’s done everything and more that we could ask of her.
You never know how good one is going to be, but she showed us enough last year where we
thought that if everything worked right for her, she had the ability to do it. She has high speed,
she’s good gaited, gets over the ground good, and she’s got a good attitude. She likes to race.”
Breeding Notes
Fashion Schooner is from the sparkling first crop of Walner and is one of three finalists in the
Hambletonian Oaks for him, joining Venerable and Warrawee Xenia.
Her dam, the Broadway Hall mare Broadway Schooner, won her elimination and the final of the
2009 Hambletonian Oaks. Broadway Schooner could become just the second mare to win the
Hambletonian Oaks and then produce a Hambletonian Oaks winner. Currently, only Nan’s
Catch, the 1988 Oaks champion and the dam of 1996 Oaks winner Moni Maker, has
accomplished that feat.
Fashion Schooner is also a half-sister to Broadway Donna, an earner of over $1.4 million who
finished fourth in the 2016 Hambletonian Oaks final.
Fashion Schooner is a homebred for Jules Siegel’s Fashion Farms of New Hope, Pennsylvania.
Jules Siegel, along with his late wife, Arlene, bred and owned Fashion Schooner’s dam
Broadway Schooner, who as mentioned above, won the 2009 Hambletonian Oaks.
Driver Bio
TIM TETRICK
Born: 11/22/1981 – Birthplace: Flora, IL – Resides: Woolwich Township, NJ
Hall of Fame: Class of 2020.
Dan Patch Award Driver of the Year: 2013, 2012, 2008, 2007.
Hambletonian wins (1): Market Share, 2012.
Hambletonian Oaks wins (2): Bar Slide, 2010; Danae, 2007.
Tim Tetrick won the 2012 Hambletonian with Market Share, trained by Linda Toscano. Market
Share received divisional Dan Patch Award honors and finished second to stablemate Chapter
Seven for Trotter of the Year.

Tetrick has finished second in the Hambletonian final on three occasions, with Spy Booth in
2021, Smilin Eli in 2013, and Crazed in 2008.
He has two wins in the Hambletonian Oaks, with Bar Slide for trainer Joe Holloway in 2010 and
Danae for trainer George Teague Jr. in 2007.
Tetrick ranks third in all-time driver purses with $247 million. He led the sport in earnings in
2019 and 2018 as well as for seven consecutive years, 2007 through 2013. He has finished no
worse than third in the money standings in each of the past 15 years.
Tetrick ranks seventh in career wins with more than 12,900. He was second in wins in 2021 with
658 and has finished among the Top 10 each of the past 17 years.
In 2007, Tetrick won a record 1,189 races and was named the U.S. Harness Writers
Association’s Rising Star Award winner as well as Driver of the Year. That season he became
the first driver to lead the sport in both wins and purses (a then-record $18.3 million) in the same
year since 1991.
Tetrick was the regular driver of 2012 Horse of the Year Award winner Chapter Seven and 2019
Horse of the Year Award winner Shartin N.
He represented the U.S. in the 2015 World Driving Championship and finished third.
Tetrick grew up in Illinois and followed his father, Tom D. Tetrick, into the sport. Brothers Tom T.
and Trace also are involved in harness racing. Trace is the all-time leader in driving wins at
Hoosier Park.
Trainer Bio
JIM CAMPBELL
Born: 3/9/1962 – Birthplace: London, Ontario – Resides: Howell, NJ
Hambletonian wins (1): Tagliabue, 1995.
Hambletonian Oaks wins (1): Broadway Schooner, 2009.
Jim Campbell won the 1995 Hambletonian with Tagliabue, driven by his brother John, and the
2009 Hambletonian Oaks with Broadway Schooner, driven by Brian Sears. He is one of 10
trainers in history to win both the Hambletonian and the Hambletonian Oaks.
Broadway Schooner and Tagliabue were Dan Patch Award winners for Campbell.

Both trotters were owned by the wife-and-husband team of Arlene and Jules Siegel. With
Campbell guiding the Siegels’ stable, the couple was the sport’s Owner of the Year in 2002 and
2009. Jules was inducted into the Harness Racing Hall of Fame in 2018. Arlene, who passed
away in 2010, was inducted into the Hall of Immortals in 2021.
Last year, Campbell finished fifth in the Hambletonian with Take All Comers.
Campbell has won more than 1,375 races lifetime and $50 million in purses.
He followed his father, Jack, and grandfather, Canadian Horse Racing Hall of Famer Dunc
Campbell, into harness racing.
Owner Bio
Fashion Farms LLC., New Hope, Pennsylvania
Based in New Hope, Pennsylvania, Fashion Farms LLC. is operated by Jules Siegel, an
inductee into Harness Racing’s Hall of Fame in 2018. Siegel, along with his late wife, Arlene,
won the 1995 Hambletonian with Tagliabue and the 2009 Hambletonian Oaks with Broadway
Schooner. Dan Patch Award winners for the Siegels through the years have included Broadway
Donna, Broadway Hall, and Galleria. With Jim Campbell guiding the stable, the Siegels were the
sport’s Owner of the Year in 2002 and 2009.

MANON (Bar Hopping – Are You Ready – Broadway Hall)
Pushing first-over into the final turn, Manon could not sustain her challenge to tempo-setter
Venerable and faded to finish fifth by 1-3/4 lengths in the first Hambletonian Oaks elimination.
Manon popped onto the scene off a single start as a 2-year-old, where she finished third in a
division of Pennsylvania Sires Stakes at The Meadows. She uncorked a five-race win streak
coming into her 3-year-old season, winning in Pennsylvania Sires Stakes and in a $35,600
Reynolds Memorial division before finishing second to Fashion Schooner in a $100,000 Del
Miller Memorial division.
Quotes
On her performance in the elimination, trainer Lucas Wallin said “It was okay, but not as good as
before probably. It’s pretty tough to go first-up so early against a filly like Venerable. To be
super happy, she should probably finish second at least. She needs to step up a little bit, which I
think she will when we do a couple of changes on her. But she was not as sharp as before.
Regarding changes Wallin will make coming into the Hambletonian Oaks final, he said “We’re
probably going to pull the shoes and put pop outs on her for the first time and also some changes
on the bridle, which I haven’t really decided yet. It could be a pulldown bridle or something like
that. We’ve been waiting for the right race [to make the changes] and now we feel this is the
right race to do it.
With just one start as a 2-year-old, Wallin said of Manon “She showed a lot of speed early. She
raced at The Meadows and got sore after that race, so we turned her out. The plan was to bring
her back later in the year, but we weren’t as happy as we could be with her, so we just let her

stay turned out. She trained back very good during the winter, so we came into this year very
confident. She’s been really good.
Manon’s best qualities, according to Wallin, is that “I like the Bar Hoppings a lot. Good attitude,
happy horses, nice gaited, easy to be around. She pretty much has everything a good filly needs
to have. She’s pretty good on everything.”
Breeding Info
Manon is sired by Bar Hopping, who collected his first Hambletonian Oaks victory as a sire
when Bella Bellini won in 2021. She is out of the Broadway Hall mare Are You Ready, who
raced just seven times as a 2-year-old before retiring.
Hanover Shoe Farms Inc. bred Manon and have won three times in the Hambletonian Oaks: first
with Berna Hanover in 1974 and then scoring back-to-back wins with Syrinx Hanover 2001 and
with Windylane Hanover in 2002. Only one other breeder has won back-to-back Hambletonian
Oaks – Al Libfeld & Marvin Katz when All The Time won in 2016 and Ariana G won in 2017.
Driver Bio
DEXTER DUNN
Born: 9/1/1989 – Birthplace: New Zealand – Resides: Swedesboro, NJ
Dan Patch Award Driver of the Year: 2021, 2020, 2019.
Hambletonian Oaks wins (1): Bella Bellini, 2021.
Dexter Dunn won the 2021 Hambletonian Oaks with Bella Bellini, trained by Richard “Nifty”
Norman. Bella Bellini went on to be named the Dan Patch Award winner for best 3-year-old
female trotter.
He has driven in three Hambletonian finals.
Last year, he drove Really Fast, who went off stride in the final and finished ninth. Really Fast
was one of two horses Dunn drove in the eliminations. Really Fast finished second in his
elimination and Delayed Hanover won his elim.
In his two previous finals, Dunn was fourth with Soul Strong in 2019 and fourth with Amigo
Volo in 2020. Both horses started from post 10.
Dunn’s biggest win so far this year came on July 16 at the Meadowlands when he won the
William R. Haughton Memorial with Bulldog Hanover in 1:45.4 – the fastest mile in the history
of harness racing.

On the same night, Dunn won the Hambletonian Maturity for 4-year-old trotters with mare Bella
Bellini.
A native of New Zealand, Dunn moved to the U.S. in the summer of 2018. Since arriving in the
States, he has won more than 1,500 races and earned $42 million in purses. He has been named
the Dan Patch Award Driver of the Year each of the past three seasons.
Dunn led all drivers in North America in purses in 2021 and 2020. He banked $12.92 million in
2021 to edge Tim Tetrick for the honor and earned $11.15 million in 2020.
In 2021, Dunn was 10th in wins in North America with 425.
Prior to moving, Dunn led New Zealand’s premiership in wins for 10 consecutive years from
2008 through 2017. During that span, he won at least 200 races on six occasions and twice
finished with 199. He was the first New Zealand driver to win at least 200 races in a season.
In 2015, Dunn won the World Driving Championship representing New Zealand.
Trainer Bio
LUCAS WALLIN
Born: 12/28/1992 – Birthplace: Sweden – Resides: New Egypt, NJ
Lucas Wallin is making his Hambletonian debut as a trainer. Last year, he drove Cuatro De Julio
in the Hambletonian for trainer Marie Ortolan Bar and finished seventh.
He is appearing in his third Hambletonian Oaks final as a trainer. In 2020, Ab’sattitudexpress
finished eighth. In 2019, he had two finalists, with Princess Deo finishing fifth and Queen Of
Trix finishing sixth.
Wallin grew up in Sweden, where he was driving ponies at the age of 8. Several years later, he
began helping at his uncle Joakim Wallin’s stable. In mid-2014, he was alerted to an opportunity
to work for Ake Svanstedt’s U.S. stable. Wallin spent two years with Svanstedt before deciding
to go on his own.
Wallin’s stable has won more than 140 races and $3.5 million. He set a career high for purses
last year with $1.06 million.
His top victory in 2021 was the Breeders Crown for 2-year-old male trotters with Rebuff.
Owner Bio
Manon races for Harbor Racing Stable LLC of Aurora, Ont. This is their first Hambletonian
Oaks starter.

Mon Cheval (Father Patrick-Shake It Cerry-Donato Hanover)
Mon Cheval led early in the second Hambletonian Oaks elimination, yielded to sit in the pocket
behind Fashion Schooner, and wound up finishing fourth, two lengths behind winner Warrawee
Xenia. Mon Cheval was timed in 1:52.4 and closed with a 28.1 last quarter.
Mon Cheval captured a Pennsylvania All-Stars division and two Pennsylvania Sire Stakes legs
as a 2-year-old and added victories in the All-Stars, another PA Sire Stakes split, and a section
of the Tompkins-Geers in 2022. Her win in the Tompkins-Geers, which took place at the
Meadowlands, came in a life’s-best clocking of 1:52. Overall, she has a record of 6-3-1 from 16
starts and has banked $284,820.
Quotes
Trainer Nancy Takter:
On the elim: “She raced good. Andrew [McCarthy] said she had plenty of trot finishing, but he
went to the inside, and she was a little hesitant. There was no room to go to the outside and
sometimes horses aren’t really used to passing on the inside and she just kind of took herself up
a little bit. But I was very happy with her. She’s raced well all year and she took another step
forward.”
On breeding, Father Patrick-Shake It Cerry: “Neither one of her parents had much luck in the
Hambletonian [or Oaks], so hopefully we can change that with her.”
On changes from last year: “She’s grown up a lot since last year. She’s a lot easier. Last year,
she was always throwing herself going to the gate and stuff. She still does it a tiny bit, but she’s
definitely gotten much better.”

Breeding Notes
Mon Cheval is by Father Patrick, who is in search of his first siring credit in the Hambletonian or
Hambletonian Oaks. Mon Cheval is the first foal out of the Donato Hanover mare Shake It
Cerry, the fourth-place finisher in the 2014 Hambletonian Oaks final. Shake It Cerry would go on
to earn over $2.78 million lifetime and three Dan Patch Awards: top 2-year-old in 2013, top 3year-old in 2014, and Trotter of the Year in 2014.
Mon Cheval is a homebred for Solveig’s Racing Partners, a group that includes Christina
Takter, Goran Anderberg, John Fielding, John Fodera, Martha Frank, and Fred Hertrich III. This
would be their first Hambletonian Oaks win as a breeder.
Driver Bio
ANDREW McCARTHY
Born: 3/31/1986 – Birthplace: Bathurst, Australia – Resides: Swedesboro, NJ
Hambletonian wins (1): Ramona Hill, 2020.
Andy McCarthy won the 2020 Hambletonian with filly Ramona Hill, trained by Tony Alagna. It
was McCarthy’s second appearance in a Hambletonian final.
Ramona Hill became the fourth filly trotter to win the Hambletonian since it moved to the
Meadowlands in 1981 and the 15th overall to capture the sport’s premier event for 3-year-old
trotters. She received the 2020 Dan Patch Award for best 3-year-old filly trotter.
Last year, McCarthy drove Locatelli in the Hambletonian final. Locatelli went off stride and
finished 10th.
A native of Australia, McCarthy has raced regularly in North America since 2007. On May 7 at
Harrah’s Philadelphia, he recorded his 3,000th lifetime win in North America. He now has won
more than 3,100 races and $64 million in purses since arriving.
In 2021, McCarthy set career highs with 315 victories and $8.72 million in earnings. He ranked
No. 5 among all drivers in North America in purses.
McCarthy is a third-generation horseman. His brothers Todd, who moved to the U.S. in 2020,
and Luke, who raced in the U.S. in 2009, are also successful drivers and his father John is a
highly regarded trainer. The McCarthy family was selected by the Bathurst Harness Racing Club
as its 2016 Gold Crown honoree.
Trainer Bio

NANCY TAKTER
Born: 6/23/1981 – Birthplace: Malmo, Sweden – Resides: Allentown, NJ
Dan Patch Award Trainer of the Year: 2020.
Hambletonian Oaks wins (1): 2020.
Nancy Takter has finished second in the past two editions of the Hambletonian, with 55-1
longshot Spy Booth in 2021 and with Ready For Moni in 2020.
In 2020, Takter continued something of a family tradition by winning the Hambletonian Oaks
with Sorella. Her father Jimmy won the event a record eight times. Yannick Gingras drove
Jimmy Takter’s final five Oaks champs, which came consecutively from 2014 to 2018, and also
drove Sorella.
Sorella was Canada’s 2020 O’Brien Award winner for best 3-year-old filly trotter.
Takter was the caretaker of 2010 Hambletonian winner Muscle Massive, trained by her father.
She made her Hambletonian final debut as a trainer in 2014 with Resolve, who finished fifth.
In 2020, Takter was the unanimous selection for Trainer of the Year by the chapters of the U.S.
Harness Writers Association. She trained 2020 Horse of the Year Tall Dark Stranger and set
career highs with 127 wins and $8.07 million in purses. Her earnings were second in North
America to perennial category leader Ron Burke.
Last year, Takter was No. 6 in purses with $4.83 million. For her career, she has won nearly 550
races and $27 million.
In 2013, Takter started her own training stable. In 2014, she guided 2-year-old female pacer JK
She’salady to Horse of the Year honors. JK She’salady is the only 2-year-old filly pacer to be
named Horse of the Year.
Takter received the Rising Star Award from the U.S. Harness Writers Association in 2014.
Takter was 1 when she moved with her family from Sweden to the U.S. Her father is Hall of
Fame trainer Jimmy Takter, a four-time winner of the Hambletonian and record eight-time
winner of the Hambletonian Oaks.
Owner Bio
Solveig’s Racing Partners, East Windsor, New Jersey

Solveig’s Racing Partners is a group composed of Christina Takter, Goran Anderberg, John
Fielding, John Fodera, Martha Frank, and Fred Hertrich III. Christina Takter is the wife of Jimmy
Takter, the all-time leading trainer in the Hambletonian Oaks with eight champions. Christina coowned 2015 Hambletonian Oaks victor Wild Honey, as did John Fielding. Fielding was also part
owner of 2018 Hambletonian Oaks winner Manchego.

Pink Coco Chanel (Cantab Hall-Evening Prayer-Like A Prayer)
Pink Coco Chanel raced in the second Hambletonian elimination on Saturday night and wound
up third. She came first-over out of fifth in the backstretch and wound up finishing a length and a
quarter behind winner Warrawee Xenia. She was timed in 1:52.3 and trotted a 28 second last
quarter.
Unraced at age 2 except for two qualifiers, Pink Coco Chanel has made six starts this year with
a record of 1-2-2 and earnings of $22,515. Her victory came in an overnight race at the
Meadowlands, and she has a mark of 1:52.3 taken in a qualifier at The Big M this year.
Quotes
Trainer Tony Alagna:
On the elim: “I’m very happy with her. This was her sixth lifetime start. For an unraced 2-yearold filly that needed some time last year to come back and do what she’s doing, first-up
[Saturday], I couldn’t be more proud of her.”
On missing last year: “She just needed some time. She was just immature, mentally and
physically. The Crawfords allowed me to take that time with her and she’s come back this year
and she’s paying us back.”
Best qualities: “Her gameness. [Saturday], even though she was going against fillies that were
much more experienced, she came first-up and trotted hard all the way to the wire and fought
off a filly inside of her that had a chance to beat her for third. I was very happy with her.”
On whether impressed to see her step up: “I thought she could, that’s why I put her in. I thought
she had done all the work in the non-winners [conditions] and showed some good lines. With

Joviality and Jiggy Jog moving up [to the Hambletonian] it was the perfect time to put her in.
She rewarded us. I think she will continue to get better the more we race her. She’s just playing
catch-up a little bit trying to get the experience these other fillies have got.”
Breeding Notes
Pink Coco Chanel is by Cantab Hall, who sired back-to-back Hambletonian Oaks champions in
2014 and 2015 with Lifetime Pursuit and Wild Honey. Pink Coco Chanel is out of the Like A
Prayer mare Evening Prayer, making Pink Coco Chanel a sister to Homicide Hunter, who
earned over $1.7 million in his career and is history’s fastest trotter by virtue of his 1:48.4 win in
the Allerage Farms Open Trot at The Red Mile in Lexington, Kentucky, on October 6, 2018.
Pink Coco Chanel is a homebred for Crawford Farms. Crawford Farms hasn’t bred a
Hambletonian Oaks champion to date but did breed 2020 Hambletonian winner Ramona Hill,
the most recent filly to capture the event.
Driver Bio

JOE BONGIORNO
Born: 9/23/1993 – Birthplace: Red Bank, NJ – Resides: Millstone, NJ
Joe Bongiorno has appeared in one previous Hambletonian Oaks final, finishing eighth with
Ab’sattitudexpress in 2020.
Bongiorno set a career high for purses in 2021 with $6.87 million. He won 340 races, second to only his
career-best 399 in 2016.
His top lifetime victories include the 2019 Breeders Crown Open Pace with American History and the
2020 Little Brown Jug with Captain Barbossa. That victory came one day after Bongiorno’s 27th birthday.
For his career, Bongiorno has won more than 2,600 races and $37 million in purses. He is the brother of
trainer Jennifer Bongiorno.
Bongiorno was the 2010 Amateur Driver of the Year, awarded by the U.S. Harness Writers Association,
and was USHWA Monticello-Goshen chapter’s 2011 Rising Star Award winner.

Trainer Bio TONY ALAGNA
Born: 6/8/1972 – Birthplace: Champaign, IL – Resides: Howell, NJ
Hambletonian wins (1): Ramona Hill, 2020.
Tony Alagna won the 2020 Hambletonian with filly Ramona Hill, driven by Andy McCarthy. She
became the fourth filly trotter to win the Hambletonian since it moved to the Meadowlands in

1981 and the 15th overall to capture the sport’s premier event for 3-year-old trotters. She
received the Dan Patch Award for best 3-year-old filly trotter.
In 2012, the Alagna-trained My MVP finished third in the Hambletonian, only a neck behind
winner Market Share. Later that season, My MVP won the Kentucky Futurity, which is the third
jewel in the Trotting Triple Crown (with the Hambletonian and Yonkers Trot).
Alagna trained 2016 Hambletonian Oaks runner-up Caprice Hill, who was an O’Brien Award
winner in Canada at ages 2 and 3.
Last year, Alagna set career highs for wins with 212 and purses with $7.97 million. He ranked
No. 8 among all trainers in North America in victories and No. 2 in earnings. This year, Alagna is
No. 2 in purses with more than $2.86 million.
For his career, Alagna has won more than 1,850 races and $59 million in purses.
Among Alagna’s past stars was Captaintreacherous, who was Pacer of the Year in 2012 and
2013. He was inducted into the Hall of Fame in 2019.
A native of Illinois, Alagna followed his mom, Donna Lee, into the sport. He had a pony at the
age of 3, was reading up on pedigrees at 9, and solely responsible for his first horse at 10. Soon
after graduating from high school, Alagna was assisting his mom with her stable. After working
for several different stables, he went out on his own in 2009.
Owner Bio
Crawford Farms Racing, Syracuse, New York
Crawford Farms, operated by Al and Michelle Crawford, has enjoyed a great deal of success in
the Hambletonian and Hambletonian Oaks in recent years. They were part of the ownership
group of 2020 Hambletonian Oaks champion Sorella, 2020 Hambletonian winner Ramona Hill
and 2018 Hambletonian victor Atlanta. Ramona Hill and Atlanta were both filly champions
against open company.

SELFIE QUEEN (Muscle Hill – Lady Lakewood – Kadabra)
Riding the pylons close to the tempo-setter, Selfie Queen showed a slight late kick to finish
fourth by a length in the first Hambletonian Oaks elimination.
As a 2-year-old, Selfie Queen demonstrated sharp speed when competing in the Kentucky
Championship Series at The Red Mile, trotting a lifetime-best 1:51.2 in winning a $40,000
preliminary last August. She however has struggled to stay flat on numerous occasions, breaking
stride around the first turn in the Mohawk Million and in the $600,000 Breeders Crown Final.
Following a bout of sickness at the start of her 3-year-old season, she broke stride in a $35,600
Reynolds division before giving chase to Joviality S and finishing third in a $100,000 Del Miller
Memorial division.
Breeding Info
Selfie Queen is sired by Muscle Hill, who holds a record five-win streak as a stallion in the
Hambletonian Oaks after siring winners from 2016 through 2020 (All The Time, Ariana G,
Manchego, When Dovescry, Sorella). One more win in the Oaks would tie Muscle Hill as the
all-time winningest sire in the event next to Speedy Crown, who sired winners in 1982 (Dance
Spell), 1984 (Fancy Crown), 1987 (Armbro Fling), 1990 (Working Gal), 1994 (Gleam) and 1996
(Moni Maker).
She was bred by James Wilhite, who tries for his first victory as a breeder in the Hambletonian
Oaks.
Driver Bio
ORJAN KIHLSTROM

Born: 5/13/1962 – Birthplace: Bollnas, Sweden – Resides: Bromma, Sweden
Orjan Kihlstrom has appeared in one previous Hambletonian final. He finished fifth with
Evaluate in 2018.
Last October, Kihlstrom got career win 7,000 at his home track, Solvalla.
Kihlstrom is a four-time Elitloppet winner, most recently with Don Fanucci Zet in 2021. In 2016,
he won the race with Nuncio, who finished second to stablemate Trixton in the 2014
Hambletonian final.
In 2014, Kihlstrom won the Prix d’Amerique with Maharajah.
Trainer Bio
NANCY TAKTER
Born: 6/23/1981 – Birthplace: Malmo, Sweden – Resides: Allentown, NJ
Dan Patch Award Trainer of the Year: 2020.
Hambletonian Oaks wins (1): 2020.
Nancy Takter has finished second in the past two editions of the Hambletonian, with 55-1
longshot Spy Booth in 2021 and with Ready For Moni in 2020.
In 2020, Takter continued something of a family tradition by winning the Hambletonian Oaks
with Sorella. Her father Jimmy won the event a record eight times. Yannick Gingras drove
Jimmy Takter’s final five Oaks champs, which came consecutively from 2014 to 2018, and also
drove Sorella.
Sorella was Canada’s 2020 O’Brien Award winner for best 3-year-old filly trotter.
Takter was the caretaker of 2010 Hambletonian winner Muscle Massive, trained by her father.
She made her Hambletonian final debut as a trainer in 2014 with Resolve, who finished fifth.
In 2020, Takter was the unanimous selection for Trainer of the Year by the chapters of the U.S.
Harness Writers Association. She trained 2020 Horse of the Year Tall Dark Stranger and set
career highs with 127 wins and $8.07 million in purses. Her earnings were second in North
America to perennial category leader Ron Burke.
Last year, Takter was No. 6 in purses with $4.83 million. For her career, she has won nearly 550
races and $27 million.

In 2013, Takter started her own training stable. In 2014, she guided 2-year-old female pacer JK
She’salady to Horse of the Year honors. JK She’salady is the only 2-year-old filly pacer to be
named Horse of the Year.
Takter received the Rising Star Award from the U.S. Harness Writers Association in 2014.
Takter was 1 when she moved with her family from Sweden to the U.S. Her father is Hall of
Fame trainer Jimmy Takter, a four-time winner of the Hambletonian and record eight-time
winner of the Hambletonian Oaks.
Owner Bio
Selfie Queen races for owners Robert LeBlanc, David Anderson and John Fielding. Robert
LeBlanc and David Anderson are trying for their first victory in the Hambletonian Oaks while
owner John Fielding has two: Wild Honey (2015) and Manchego (2018). Though LeBlanc, along
with John Fielding, owns a win in the Hambletonian. LeBlanc co-owned 2020 winner Ramona
Hill and John Fielding co-owned 2015 winner Pinkman.

VENERABLE (Walner – Jolene Jolene – Muscle Hill)
Off the odds-on choice in her Hambletonian Oaks elimination, Venerable wasted no time in
firing for the front and coasting home to hold off all late challenges and win by three-quarter
lengths in a 1:52.4 mile.
Venerable exits one of the richest seasons ever by a 2-year-old trotting filly – a season only
topped by Snow White, who banked $1.2 million from 13 starts in 2007. Venerable’s milliondollar freshman campaign had nine wins from 11 starts, including a victory in the $392,000
Peaceful Way and a win in the second edition of the Mohawk Million. Though, her season ended
in rocky form with a break in stride costing her a spot in the Breeders Crown final followed by a
second-place finish in the $479,450 Goldsmith Maid. She slowly regained her footing towards
the start of her 3-year-old season before nabbing a win in the $25,620 Zweig Filly Trot
consolation and finishing second to Hambletonian finalist Joviality S in a $100,000 Del Miller
Memorial division.
Quotes
On her performance in the elimination, trainer Richard “Nifty” Norman said “I was happy with
her. I thought she was pretty good. She was coming off a week off, you got the final next week, I
was happy with her run. I thought she was handy. She seemed to win quite easily, I thought. She
had her ears pricked.
“A couple of guys asked me about the time and the fractions, but if you look at the card, the
times and the fractions haven’t been good. And the front end hasn’t been good. Some good
horses got beat on the front. The track is a bit deep, not that fast. So, I thought her run was fine.
She’ll be good next week. We’re in, we’ll get a decent draw, and we’ll see what happens.
I thought she was a little fresh [Saturday], a little grabby in the score down. She had a week off,
and usually it’s good doing it this way. That’s how we planned it out. Hopefully, it comes to
fruition. You always need luck.”

Regarding her break in stride in the New Jersey Sires Stakes final on May 27, Norman said “I
just think she wasn’t ready, didn’t have her head in the game. She’s never looked like doing that
again. It wasn’t physical, it wasn’t anything I was concerned about. Her run in the Zweig
Consolation was a good run. Then her second to Joviality [in the Miller] was a good run, she was
still coming at the wire. I just think she’s been getting a little better all the time.
“A lot has to do with expectations. You win a million dollars last year and they think you’re
going to win a million dollars again. It’s not that easy. It’s hard to be good all the time.
“Physically, she’s changed. She’s grown quite a bit. She’s still growing all the time. She’s going
to be a beautiful mare by the end of the year size-wise.
Breeding Info
Venerable is from the first crop of hot sire Walner, and is one of three finalists for the stallion in
the Oaks – the others being Warrawee Xenia and Fashion Schooner. She is out of the Muscle
Hill mare Jolene Jolene, who showed promise herself as a 2-year-old in 2014 when finishing
second to speedster filly Mission Brief in the Merrie Annabelle. Venerable is the third foal from
Jolene Jolene with her siblings including half-million-dollar earner Crucial and Ineffable, who
banked near $100,000 in her career.
She was bred by Maumee River Stables, Black Creek Farm, Martin Schmucker and Steve
Stewart from Hunterton Farms. The collection of breeders are all trying for their first victory in
the Oaks. Though Steve Stewart owns himself a Hambletonian victory when a horse he bred,
Forbidden Trade, won in 2019.
Driver Bio
DAVID MILLER

Born: 12/10/1964 – Birthplace: Columbus, OH – Resides: Robbinsville, NJ
Hall of Fame: Class of 2014.
Dan Patch Award Driver of the Year: 2016, 2015, 2003.
Hambletonian Oaks wins (1): Personal Style, 2012.
David Miller won the 2012 Hambletonian Oaks with Personal Style, trained by Richard “Nifty”
Norman.
Miller is seeking his first Hambletonian trophy but has never driven a horse in the final at odds
lower than 7-1. He had third-place finishes with Gimpanzee in 2019, Uncle Lasse in 2015, and
Corky in 2013. In 2017, he drove What The Hill, who crossed the finish line first but was
disqualified for interference in the stretch.

He finished fifth in the 2021 Hambletonian final with Take All Comers.
Last year, Miller won the Hambletonian Maturity for 4-year-old trotters with Beads for trainer
Per Engblom.
A 2014 inductee into the Hall of Fame, Miller ranks No. 2 all time in purses with $265 million
and has finished among the top five in earnings 22 of the past 23 years. John Campbell, now
president and CEO of the Hambletonian Society, holds the sport’s record for purses with $300
million.
Miller is No. 6 all-time in wins with more than 13,750.
In 2003, Miller led the sport in purses and drove No Pan Intended to the Pacing Triple Crown
and Horse of the Year honors. In 2016, he was the driver of Horse of the Year Award winner
Always B Miki, who paced the then-fastest mile in harness racing history when he won in 1:46 at
Lexington’s Red Mile.
Last year, Miller was the regular driver of Horse of the Year winner Test Of Faith, who became
the fourth 3-year-old female pacer to receive the honor.
In 2015, Miller set a record with five Breeders Crown wins in a single year.
Miller, who received the 1993 Rising Star Award from the U.S. Harness Writers Association,
was already a standout in his native Ohio when he headed to the East Coast in the late 1990s. He
captured multiple driving titles at the Meadowlands Racetrack in the early 2000s and has been a
force on the Grand Circuit ever since he made the move.
Trainer Bio
RICHARD “NIFTY” NORMAN
Born: 10/21/1960 – Birthplace: New Zealand – Resides: Allentown, NJ
Dan Patch Award Trainer of the Year: 2021.
Hambletonian Oaks wins (3): Bella Bellini, 2021; Bee A Magician, 2013; Personal Style, 2012.
Nifty Norman is a three-time winner of the Hambletonian Oaks, training 2012 winner Personal
Style, driven by David Miller; 2013 champion Bee A Magician, driven by Brian Sears; and 2021
winner Bella Bellini, driven by Dexter Dunn.
Bella Bellini was named the 2021 Dan Patch Award winner for best 3-year-old female trotter.
She was winless in seven races at age 2 and became the first horse since Jalopy in 2005 to go
without a victory as a 2-year-old and win the Oaks the following year.

Bee A Magician was Horse of the Year in both the U.S. and Canada in 2013. She was 17-for-17
and earned $1.54 million. Her earnings were a record for a 3-year-old filly trotter. She retired
with multiple Dan Patch and O’Brien awards and her $4 million in career purses put her among
the richest trotters in history. She was voted to the Hall of Fame in 2020.
In 2020, Norman sent out his first Hambletonian finalist, Amigo Volo, who finished fourth from
post 10. Amigo Volo went on to win the Kentucky Futurity and Breeders Crown and received
the Dan Patch Award for best 3-year-old male trotter.
Norman’s stable set career highs in 2021 with 142 wins and $6.05 million in purses. He ranked
No. 4 among trainers in North America in earnings. This year, Norman ranks No. 10 in earnings
with $1.82 million.
He was named the 2021 Trainer of the Year by the U.S. Harness Writers Association. His top
stars were Bella Bellini and 2-year-old female trotter Venerable, who also was a Dan Patch
Award winner. Norman trained 15 horses that won Grand Circuit and/or state-bred stakes.
For his career, Norman has won nearly 1,600 races and earned $48 million in purses.
A native of New Zealand, where he worked with horses after leaving school, Norman came to
California in 1985 to visit his friend, trainer Ross Croghan, and ended up staying to help with
Croghan’s stable. He later worked with Brett Pelling before starting his own stable.
Owner Bio
Venerable races for owners David Mc Duffee, Melvin Hartman, Paul Bordogna and Steven
Arnold. McDuffee and Hartman teamed to win a Hambletonian Oaks in 2013 with their star filly
Bee A Magician, also trained by “Nifty” Norman. Mc Duffee himself owned last year’s Oaks
winner Bella Bellini and will look to become just the third owner to win back-to-back Oaks, with
Castleton Farm winning in 1973 with Colonial Charm and 1974 with Berna Hanover; and Al
Libfeld and Marvin Katz winning in 2016 with All The Time and 2017 with Ariana G.

Warrawee Xenia (Walner-Endless Flirt-Andover Hall)
After racing on the inside in seventh for the first three-quarters of the mile, Warrawee Xenia
angled out in the lane, squeezed by a breaking Delilah Hanover, and rallied with a 26.4 final
panel to win the second Hambletonian Oaks elimination on Saturday night in a lifetime-best
clocking of 1:52.2.
Warrawee Xenia won just one of her five starts at age 2 but has blossomed as a sophomore
and comes into the Hambletonian Oaks final riding a seven-race win streak. She has career
earnings of $74,515 to go with her eight triumphs from 13 appearances.
Quotes
Trainer Mark Steacy (TV winner’s circle interview):
What led to entering Hambletonian Oaks: “This horse, even last year, showed lots of talent, she
just ran into a few problems. Coming back this year, those problems seemed to be gone. The
speed was there, and we raced this horse right. She started in non-winners of two and she got
really confident. Bob has done a fantastic job with this filly, taking his time every race with her
and showing patience. She was trotting home in 27 seconds every week up there [in Canada]
and doing it with the earplugs in every time.”
Why that path: “She didn’t make any money last year, so it was pretty tough to pay some of
those early stakes payments. But, like I said, we thought we had a nice filly, but we were
gearing up for the last half of the season.”
Preparing for the final: “It will pretty much be all the same. We’ll just make sure she’s healthy.
She will stay down [in New Jersey] this week and hopefully she has a good week.”

Driver Bob McClure (TV winner’s circle interview):
On having won the Hambletonian and trying to add the Oaks: “It’s an exciting feeling. I’m
looking forward to it for sure.”
On finishing so strongly: “That actually wasn’t this filly at her best. She struggled a little bit in the
turns, and she usually does that when she’s got a little bit of a muscle issue. Mark is pretty good
at fixing her up and usually the next week she’s dynamite. So, I think you’ll see an even better
version next week.”
Difference racing at Mohawk and Meadowlands: “There is definitely a speed difference. This
track is a couple seconds faster; you see that with every horse that transitions here. But I think
what’s lost on her lines is that she was racing 3- and 4-year-old boys up north and beating them
very handily. Like Mark said, she hasn’t been stressed at all, so she’s probably as fresh as
anybody coming in here.”

On whether content to race from off the pace again in final: “I was very cautious with her
[Saturday], but after [Saturday] I’m pretty sure I can show a little more confidence in her and she
will be better spotted for sure.”
Breeding Notes
Warrawee Xenia is from the sparkling first crop of Walner and is one of three finalists in the
Hambletonian Oaks for him, joining Venerable and Fashion Schooner. Her dam, the Andover
Hall mare Endless Flirt, didn’t make a pari-mutuel start in her career but is a half-sister to 2007
Hambletonian finalist Flirtin Man and a pair of Breeders Crown 2-Year-Old Filly Trot champions
in Flirtin Miss and Pick Me Up.
Bred by Rockwood, Ontario’s Warrawee Farm, Warrawee Xenia was a $50,000 purchase at the
2020 Lexington Selected Yearling Sale as HIP 256. Warrawee Farm, which was honored as
Canada’s top breeder at the O’Brien Awards in 2011, has not bred a Hambletonian or
Hambletonian Oaks champion so far.
Driver Bio
BOB McCLURE
Born: 9/26/1990 – Birthplace: Orangeville, Ontario – Resides: Rockwood, Ontario
O’Brien Award Driver of the Year: 2020.
Hambletonian wins (1): Forbidden Trade, 2019.

Bob McClure won the Hambletonian in his only try to date, guiding Forbidden Trade to victory
for trainer Luc Blais in 2019. Forbidden Trade went on to be named Canada’s Horse of the
Year.
McClure finished No. 1 in purses in Canada in 2020 with $6.67 million and was named
Canada’s Driver of the Year. He has been no worse than eighth in purses in Canada each of the
past six years, including second in 2018 and third in 2019.
He led Canada in wins in 2017 and 2016 and was third in 2018 and 2015. He raced primarily at
Canada’s “B” tracks before moving to the main stage of the Woodbine-Mohawk circuit in
December 2017.
McClure got career win 3,000 on June 25 at Woodbine Mohawk Park. He has earned more than
C$36 million in purses lifetime.
Trainer Bio
MARK STEACY
Born: 7/15/1961 – Birthplace: Kingston, Ontario – Resides: Lansdowne, Ontario
Mark Steacy finished third with Harper Blue Chip in the 2014 Hambletonian final. It was his
debut in the race.
Steacy started Just Dandy in the 2007 Hambletonian Oaks eliminations. She finished sixth and
did not advance to the final.
Among Steacy’s past stars was male trotter Majestic Son, who was Canada’s Horse of the Year
in 2006 at the age of 3.
In 2007, Steacy received the O’Brien Award of Horsemanship in Canada. In 2016, he won the
first of his three consecutive Johnston Cups as the top trainer in the Ontario Sire Stakes
program. His son, Shawn, captured his first Johnston Cup in 2020.
For his career, Steacy has won nearly 1,400 races and $21 million. His son Shawn took over
the majority of the stable’s responsibilities in 2019.
Steacy’s father worked in the restaurant trade and had horses as a hobby. Steacy tried the
restaurant business briefly, but turned to harness racing, which had hooked him as an early
child when he sat in a jog cart for the first time.
Owners

Mark Steacy, Lansdowne-David R McDonald, Cornwall, ON-Dale E Larson, Kent City, MIDiane Bertrand, Edmonton, AB
Warrawee Xenia would be the first Hambletonian or Hambletonian Oaks winner for her
ownership group.

YANABA (Trixton – Zanna Royal – RC Royalty)
Off the longest shot on the board at odds of 69-1 in the first Hambletonian Oaks elimination,
Yanaba sprung into action midway around the final turn to charge home and snag second behind
Venerable by three-quarter lengths in a 1:52.4 mile.
Yanaba had a precocious freshman season ladened with breaks in strides. But in her first start as
a three-year-old, Yanaba presented menacing late speed when winning an overnight event at The
Meadowlands in 1:54.4 with a :26.3 final quarter. Her only sophomore stakes engagement prior
to the Hambletonian Oaks came in the $123,000 Zweig Filly Trot at Vernon Downs, where she
finished fourth to Hambletonian finalist Jiggy Jog S when faltering on the lead.
Quotes
“She was really good this week,” trainer Dan Daley said after her elimination. “I think she’s a
really good filly. She’s got a chance; at least we get to go to the big dance. She was really bad [in
her previous start] but she was a little sick and had some issues. I fixed her up and trained her
good and she showed up and raced. We can hope.
On the differences between Yanaba at 2 and at 3, Daley said “Last year, she had a blind splint.
We never found it until this year. Once we found it, she was like a new horse. It’s good. I’m
pleased with her [this season]. I kind of battled a little on keeping her for ourselves. I could have
used the money, but I wanted a good horse. It’s much better racing a good horse.
For Daley, Yanaba’s best quality is that “She tries. She tries hard. I think it was a little surprise
she got home so good, but she will dig right to the wire. She’s a good horse.”
Breeding Notes

Yanaba is sired by 2014 Hambletonian winner Trixton and out of the mare Zanna Royal, who is
sired by a former Dan Daley campaigner in RC Royalty – who broke stride in the 2006
Hambletonian eliminations to miss the final but also sired 2013 Hambletonian winner Royalty
For Life. Zanna Royal earned $171,132 before retiring in 2014. Yanaba is her richest offspring.
Crawford Farms LLC bred Yanaba, who is owned by Ann-Mari Daley, Jared Daley and Oleg
Ivutin. Crawford Farms has not bred an Hambletonian Oaks winner, but famously hit the grand
stage when their offspring Ramona Hill beat the boys in the 2020 Hambletonian, becoming just
the 15th filly to win America’s trotting classic.
Driver Bio
BRIAN SEARS
Born: 1/21/1968 – Birthplace: Fort Lauderdale, FL – Resides: Secaucus, NJ

Hall of Fame: Class of 2017.
Dan Patch Award Driver of the Year: 2009.
Hambletonian wins (3): Pinkman, 2015; Royalty For Life, 2013; Muscle Hill, 2009.
Hambletonian Oaks wins (2): Bee A Magician, 2013; Broadway Schooner, 2009.
Brian Sears leads all active drivers in Hambletonian wins with three. John Campbell holds the record with
six. No other driver has won the race more than four times.
In 2009, Sears became the first driver to win the Hambletonian and Hambletonian Oaks in the same year.
He won the Hambletonian with Muscle Hill for trainer Greg Peck and the Oaks with Broadway Schooner
for trainer Jim Campbell.
Sears doubled again in 2013, capturing the Hambletonian with Royalty For Life for trainer George
Ducharme and the Oaks with Bee A Magician for trainer Richard “Nifty” Norman.
His third Hambletonian triumph came with Pinkman for trainer Jimmy Takter in 2015.
In 2019, Sears finished second in the Hambletonian final with Greenshoe, who was an elimination winner.
Forbidden Trade won the final by a neck.
Last year, Sears finished sixth in the final with Sonofamistery.
Sears ranks No. 6 in career driving purses with $208 million. He led the sport in earnings in 2005 with a
then-record $15 million.
He ranks No. 18 in lifetime driving wins with more than 10,300.

Sears has driven four Horse of the Year award winners: McWicked in 2018, Bee A Magician in 2013,
Muscle Hill in 2009, and Rocknroll Hanover in 2005.
A native of Fort Lauderdale, Fla., Sears is a third-generation horseman, following in the footsteps of his
grandfather Gene and dad Jay. Both are in the Florida Harness Racing Hall of Fame.
Brian Sears received the 1991 Rising Star Award from the U.S. Harness Writers Association.

Trainer Bio
DAN DALEY
Born: 8/22/1958 – Birthplace: Norfolk, VA – Resides: Lake Worth, FL
Dan Daley is making his Hambletonian Oaks debut. He has started five horses in Hambletonian
eliminations, most recently in 2006 with RC Royalty.
His first major victory came in 1999 when he won the Breeders Crown with 2-year-old male
trotter Master Lavec from post 10 at Mohawk. The colt, trained and driven by Daley, received
the Dan Patch Award for best 2-year-old male trotter.
Daley, who grew up with riding horses, jogged his first horse at the age of 14 and decided
harness racing would be his career. He spent eight years as a groom and worked for Hall of
Famer Billy Haughton and Soren Nordin before starting his own stable
For his career, Daley has won more than 1,300 races and $15 million in purses as a driver. He
has more than 900 victories and $14 million as a trainer. He splits his time between Florida and
upstate New York, where he has enjoyed success on the state’s sire stakes circuit for years.
Daley was inducted into the Florida Harness Racing Hall of Fame in 2018.
In addition to training horses, he has played polo and participated in showjumping. In 1976, at
the age of 17, he rode from New York to California as part of the Great American Horse Race,
which was created to celebrate America’s Bicentennial.
Daley’s son, Dan Jr., is a state representative in the Florida legislature.
Owner Bio
Ann-Mari Daley is the wife of trainer Dan Daley. Her, along with owners Jared Daley and Oleg
Ivutin, are trying for their first Hambletonian Oaks win.

