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The Meadowlands ¢ August 7, 1993 ¢ Purse $1,200,000

American Winner Trots Off on His Own

The often bulky Hambletonian field shrinks in a hurry when a dominant
horse emerges in the three-year-old ranks. The 1993 Hambletonian
produced just that scenario. American Winner, a homebred of
Robert Key of Leechburg, Pennsylvania and Dr. John Glesmann of
Bridgewater, New Jersey had reigned supreme throughout virtually
every three-year-old stake race of 1993. American Winner, victorious
in the Yonkers Trot, looked to be a serious contender for the trotting
Triple Crown if he could win the Hambletonian and then the Kentucky
Futurity at Lexington’s Red Mile in October.

The colt, sired by the 1972 trotfting Triple Crown winner, Super
Bowl, had reeled off seven straight stakes wins prior to the final of the
$414,500 Budweiser Beacon Course, the Meadowlands' prep race
just one week prior fo the Hambletonian. In the final of the Budweiser
Beacon Course, American Winner tussled with an emerging power,
a bargain-priced ($17,000 as a yearling) colt named Pine Chip.

The luck of the draw put Pine Chip and American Winner in the

* Bob Key became the first owner to win both elimination heats
(with Hi Noon Star and American Winner) as well as the final.

¢ Milton Smith became the first African-American trainer to win the
Hambletonian.

* Milton Smith was the second trainer fo win both elimination heats
as well as the final. Bill Haughton had previously accomplished
that feat with Burgomeister and Final Score in 1980 at DuQuoin.

* The Medio maternal family produced a record ninth
Hambletonian winner.

same elimination of the 14 horse Hambletonian field. American Winner,
frained by retired Navy Chief Milton Smith and driven by Ron Pierce,
frotted out to grab the lead by the half mile mark. Pine Chip, with John
Campbell aboard, had a tougher time of it, moving from sixth to fuck
in behind American Winner at the three-quarters. Pierce and “Winner”
frotted away from the field to win the first elimination by three and
3/4 lengths. Pine Chip moved along the outside to get into second
position, a head behind “Winner” at the three-quarters. But Pine Chip
lacked the brush to get by American Winner, was overtaken by Toss
Out, and finished third.

Pine Chip would have another shot at American Winner, though.
In the final, American Winner gained the lead without challenge by
the quarter mile mark, with Pine Chip going three wide from sixth to
get behind that rival at the three quarters. But when it came time to
frot for the lead, American Winner was the stronger of the two, as he
frotted off by himself, winning by a comfortable two and three quarter
lengths.

¢ American Winner also won the Yonkers Trot, the second leg of
the trotting Triple Crown, but was beaten by Pine Chip in the
Kentucky Futurity.

¢ Anna-Lena Ljunggren, a 33-year-old native of Sweden, became
the first woman to frain a horse in the Hambletonian. She started
Baltic Baby for fashion designer Oleg Cassini.

AMERICAN WINNER, b c,

by Super Bowl — BJ’s Pleasure, by Speedy Somolli

Driver: Ron Pierce Trainer: Milton Smith

Owner & Breeder: Robert Key, PA and John Glesmann, NJ ...x 1 1
Groom: Mike Plasters

PINE CHIP, b c, by Arndon — Pine Speed, by Speedy Somolli
Driver: John Campbell Trainer: Charles Sylvester
Owner: Charles Sylvester, Neal Goldman and Gerry Donahue ... x 3 2

HI NOON STAR, b c,

by BJ's Super Star — Tanimara Hi Noon, by ABC Freight
Driver: Ron Waples Trainer: Milfon Smith
Owner: RobertKey ... 1 x 3

TOSS OUT, b c by Supergill — Foreign Waters, by Homesick
Driver: Heinz Wewering Trainer: Buck Sprinkle
Owner: HeinzWewering ... x 2 4

GIANT CHILL, b ¢, by Speedy Crown — Chili Bowl, by Super Bowl
Driver: John Patterson, Jr.  Trainer: Per Eriksson

Owner: Robins Racing Stable and Jacqueline and Ted Gewertz . .
. x 45

Also competed: Capital Star, x-5-6; King Lavec, 2-x-7, Dry

Wine, 3-x-8; Turbo Thrust, 4-x-9; Dylan Lobell, 5-x-10, Baltic

Baby, é-x-ro; Collier St. Joey, 7-x-ro; Promising Catfch, x-6-
ro; Golden Goal, x-7-ro.

TIME BY QUARTERS: 1/4 1/2 3/ MILE
1st Elimination :28* :578 1:27 1:552
2nd Elimination :28% :56° 1:24¢ 1:53!
Final :28% :56* 1:25¢ 1:532

FIRST ELIMINATION SECOND ELIMINATION

Hi Noon Star 8.40 3.80 2.80 American Winner
King Lavec 3.40 240 Toss Out

Dry Wine 2.20 Pine Chip
EXACTA 32.80 EXACTA
TRIFECTA 65.00

PAYOFFS

3.60

FINAL
2.80 2.10 American Winner 3.20 2.10 2.20
420 210 Pine Chip 220  2.60
2.10 Hi Noon Star 2.20
18.00 EXACTA 6.20
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