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Shiaway St. Pat:  First At The Meadowlands
Shiaway St. Pat became the third gelding in history to win the 

prestigious Hambletonian when he captured the 56th edition of the 
classic, and first at the Meadowlands, over a racetrack slowed by 
heavy rains.

A total of 24 entrants, seeking a share of the richest trotting race 
to that date, $838,000, were divided into two divisions of 12.

In the first division, Olaf, handled by Carl Allen and fourth choice 
in the wagering, took the lead just after the quarter and led the rest 
of the mile to score a tiring win over Arnie’s Aim, Graf Zepplin, Super 
Juan and the favorite, Smokin Yankee, in 2:034. The last quarter in the 
mile was :323, the slowest final quarter in the Hambletonian history.

It was Shiaway St. Pat’s turn on stage in the second heat and the 
gelded son of Tarport Devlin rose to the occasion, winning in 2:023 after 
being eighth and three wide at the quarter and still three wide at the 
half. Shiaway finally took command around the far turn, opened a 
six-length lead at midstretch and cruised, with Ray Remmen driving.

The ten survivors came back for a second heat and Super Juan, 
driven by Howard Beissinger, scored an upset with a close photo finish 

•	 Conditions were changed to rule out the Hambletonian going four 
heats in a race-off; the 1981 race was decided in three heats.

•	 Shiaway St. Pat won more money in the first classic at The 
Meadowlands ($419,000) than any previous Hambletonian had 
been worth.

•	 Shiaway  St. Pat,  by Tarport Devlin, is the only winner sired by a 
Michigan stallion. Just four states were responsible for the sires of 
all the other winners: Kentucky and Pennsylvania (30 each), New 
Jersey (10) and New York (3).

•	 Howard Cosell provided the color commentary on ABC’s Wide 
World of Sports alone after he had Stan Bergstein dropped from 
the on-air talent team. He was teamed with industry breeder and 
Hambletonian Society director Alan J. Leavitt. Leavitt has been a 
principle on two winners, Speedy Somolli (1978) and Victory Dream 
(1994). Cosell’s expertise for the most part consisted of reading 
the graphics on the screen that were available to the television 
audience.

TIME BY QUARTERS:	 1/4	 1/2	 3/4	 MILE
1st Heat			   :303	 1:00	 1:311	 2:034

1st Heat, 2nd Div.		  :314	 1:011	 1:312	 2:023

2nd Heat			   :292	 1:00	 1:304	 2:011

Final			   :322	 1:023	 1:322	 2:021

FIRST HEAT, FIRST ELIMINATION
Olaf	  	 15.40	 5.80	 4.00
Arnies Aim		  3.40	 3.00
Graf Zeppelin		   	 5.20
EXACTA: 			   46.80

Also competed: Charter Party x-3-3-ro, Graf Zeppelin 3-x-6-ro, Snack 
Bar x-4-9-ro, Hotblooded x-5-7-ro, Smokin Yankee 5-x-8-ro; Day Care, 
6-x-ro-ro; Tarrys Boy, x-6-ro-ro; Nathan Lobell, 7-x-ro-ro; Classy Rogue, 
x-7-ro-ro; Armbro Wellwood, 8-x-ro-ro; Nimble Haste, x-8-ro-ro; Tuneful 
Contest, 9-x-ro-ro; Mo Brandy, x-9-ro-ro; Red Coach Pride, 10-x-ro-ro; 
Tarpor, x-10-ro-ro; Exceptional Way, 11-x-ro-ro; Sigo Hanover, x-11-ro-
ro; Santa Ana, 12-x-ro-ro; Chauncy Lobell, x-12-ro-ro; Spice Island, scr; 
Camp David, scr.

FIRST HEAT, SECOND ELIMINATION
Shiaway St. Pat	  7.20	 3.40	 3.00
Banker Banker	  	 3.00	 2.40
Charter Party	        		  3.60
EXACTA: 			   17.40

SECOND HEAT
Super Juan	 17.40	 8.00	 6.80
Shiaway St. Pat	      	  4.80	   4.40 
Charter Party	      	      	13.80
EXACTA: 			   74.80

RACE OFF
Shiaway St. Pat	  4.40*	 —	 —
*Win Bets Only

PAYOFFS

win over Shiaway St. Pat in 2:011.
The three heat winners, Olaf, Shiaway St. Pat and Super Juan 

came back for the final, and, in an exciting event in which all partici-
pants had the lead at one time or another, Shiaway St. Pat closed 
from third and last in the stretch to win in 2:021 after an opening 
quarter in :322.

Shiaway St. Pat became the first gelding to win since 1973 when 
Flirth took it in straight heats. Greyhound was the first gelding to win 
the Hambletonian, reporting home a straight heat winner in 1935.

For Ray Remmen, it marked his initial start in the Hambletonian, 
and he became the eleventh “first appearance” winner in the clas-
sic’s history, and first since Howard Beissinger’s victory with Lindy’s 
Pride in 1969.

After a long racing career in which he never repeated his bril-
liance of Hambletonian Day,  Shiaway St. Pat was purchased by the 
Meadowlands in 1988 and retired. He spends winters at North Wood-
land Farm in Columbus, NJ, and summers in his own paddock in the 
track’s Paddock Park, greeting guests every night.

SHIAWAY ST. PAT,  b g, by Tarport Devlin—Patricia Sue, by Speedy Scot
Driver: Ray Remmen	 Trainer: Ray Remmen
Owner & Breeder: Shiawassee Farm, Inc., Harrison, MI
Groom: Diane Podaris  . . .  x   1   2   1

SUPER JUAN, Super Bowl—San Juan, by Noble Victory
Driver: Howard Beissinger	 Trainer: Howard Beissinger
Owner: Ann Beissinger and Barbara Mumma. . . .  4   x   1   2

OLAF, Noble Victory—Queen Martha, by Darnley
Driver: Carl Allen		  Trainer: Carl Allen
Owner: L. Houston, Z. Wolfram, and C. Allen. . .   1   x   10   3

ARNIE’S AIM, Arnie Almahurst—Picture Dart, by Dartmouth
Driver: Archie McNeil	 Trainer: Archie McNeil
Owner: H. B. Willis . . .    2   x   4   ro

BANKER BARKER, Speedy Crown—Wee Dram, by Hickory Pride
Driver: Mike Zeller		  Trainer: Mike Zeller
Owner: M. A. Benson, Jr. and Paul and Jim Felice. . . .   x  2  5  ro


